
2006 toyota prius fuel economy
2006 toyota prius fuel economy remains a benchmark for hybrid vehicles, showcasing
impressive efficiency that set standards in its class. The 2006 model year Prius combined
innovative hybrid technology with practical design to deliver outstanding miles per gallon
(MPG) ratings, making it a popular choice for eco-conscious drivers. This article explores
the detailed fuel economy specifications of the 2006 Toyota Prius, including real-world
performance, factors influencing its efficiency, and comparisons with other vehicles of the
same era. Additionally, insights into the hybrid system and driving habits that optimize
fuel savings will be provided. Understanding the 2006 Toyota Prius fuel economy helps
highlight why it remains a relevant option in discussions about fuel-efficient
transportation. The following sections outline the key aspects of this hybrid's economy and
performance.

Fuel Economy Specifications of the 2006 Toyota Prius

Hybrid Technology Impact on Fuel Efficiency

Real-World Fuel Economy Performance

Factors Affecting Fuel Economy

Comparison with Other Hybrid and Conventional Vehicles

Fuel Economy Specifications of the 2006 Toyota
Prius

The 2006 Toyota Prius was rated by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with fuel
economy figures that were exceptional for its time. It delivered an EPA-estimated 48 miles
per gallon in the city and 45 miles per gallon on the highway, resulting in a combined
rating of approximately 46 MPG. These figures made the Prius one of the most fuel-
efficient vehicles available in the mid-2000s.

Official EPA Ratings

The official EPA fuel economy ratings provide a standardized measure of the 2006 Toyota
Prius fuel economy:

City MPG: 48



Highway MPG: 45

Combined MPG: 46

These numbers reflect the benefits of the hybrid drivetrain in stop-and-go urban traffic as
well as steady highway cruising, where the electric motor and gasoline engine work
efficiently together.

Fuel Tank Capacity and Range

The vehicle features a fuel tank capacity of approximately 11.9 gallons, allowing for an
estimated driving range of over 500 miles on a full tank under ideal conditions. This range
is advantageous for long-distance driving, reducing the frequency of refueling stops.

Hybrid Technology Impact on Fuel Efficiency

The 2006 Toyota Prius utilizes Toyota's second-generation Hybrid Synergy Drive system,
which significantly influences its fuel economy performance. This system intelligently
manages power delivery between its gasoline engine and electric motor to optimize
efficiency.

Gasoline Engine and Electric Motor Integration

The Prius is equipped with a 1.5-liter 4-cylinder gasoline engine paired with an electric
motor powered by a nickel-metal hydride battery pack. The vehicle operates in three
modes: solely electric, solely gasoline, or a combination of both. This flexibility allows the
Prius to reduce fuel consumption by relying on electric power during low-speed or idle
conditions and engaging the gasoline engine when additional power is needed.

Regenerative Braking and Energy Recapture

One of the key contributors to the 2006 Toyota Prius fuel economy is its regenerative
braking system. This system captures kinetic energy during deceleration and braking,
converting it into electrical energy stored in the battery. This process reduces wasted
energy and improves overall efficiency, particularly in stop-and-go traffic environments.



Real-World Fuel Economy Performance

While EPA ratings provide a reliable baseline, actual fuel economy experienced by drivers
can vary based on multiple conditions. Many owners of the 2006 Toyota Prius report fuel
economy figures close to or sometimes exceeding the EPA ratings under optimal driving
habits.

Driving Environment Effects

Urban driving typically maximizes the benefits of the hybrid system due to frequent stops,
allowing the vehicle to operate on electric power more often. Highway driving, while
slightly less efficient, still maintains high fuel economy due to the aerodynamic design and
efficient powertrain.

Owner-Reported MPG

In practice, drivers have observed:

City MPG ranging from 45 to 52 miles per gallon

Highway MPG ranging from 40 to 47 miles per gallon

Combined MPG averaging around 44 to 48 miles per gallon

These figures demonstrate the 2006 Toyota Prius fuel economy’s consistency and
reliability in diverse driving scenarios.

Factors Affecting Fuel Economy

Several factors influence the actual fuel economy achieved by the 2006 Toyota Prius,
impacting how closely real-world performance aligns with EPA estimates.

Driving Habits and Techniques

Efficient acceleration, maintaining moderate speeds, and minimizing sudden stops can
enhance fuel economy. The hybrid system responds well to gentle driving, maximizing
electric motor use and regenerative braking effectiveness.



Vehicle Maintenance

Proper maintenance, including regular oil changes, tire pressure monitoring, and air filter
replacements, ensures the hybrid system performs optimally. Neglecting maintenance can
reduce fuel efficiency over time.

Environmental Conditions

External factors such as temperature, terrain, and traffic congestion affect fuel efficiency.
Colder climates may reduce battery performance, while hilly terrain demands more energy
from the engine and motor, influencing MPG.

Comparison with Other Hybrid and Conventional
Vehicles

When compared to other vehicles from the same model year, the 2006 Toyota Prius fuel
economy stands out prominently, particularly against conventional gasoline-powered cars.

Hybrid Competitors

In 2006, other hybrid models such as the Honda Civic Hybrid and Ford Escape Hybrid
offered improved fuel economy compared to conventional vehicles but generally fell short
of the Prius’s impressive ratings. For example, the Honda Civic Hybrid averaged around
44 MPG combined, slightly lower than the Prius’s 46 MPG combined rating.

Conventional Gasoline Vehicles

Typical compact gasoline cars in 2006 averaged between 25 and 30 MPG combined,
making the Prius nearly 50% more fuel-efficient. This significant difference demonstrates
the advantages of hybrid technology in reducing fuel consumption and emissions.

2006 Toyota Prius: 46 MPG combined

Honda Civic Hybrid: Approx. 44 MPG combined

Typical compact car (gasoline): 25-30 MPG combined



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average fuel economy of a 2006 Toyota
Prius?
The 2006 Toyota Prius has an average fuel economy of approximately 46 miles per gallon
(mpg) combined city and highway.

How does the 2006 Toyota Prius fuel economy compare
to other hybrids of its time?
The 2006 Toyota Prius was among the most fuel-efficient hybrids in its class, offering
better fuel economy than many competitors, with around 46 mpg combined.

What factors affect the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota
Prius?
Factors affecting the fuel economy of the 2006 Prius include driving habits, maintenance,
tire pressure, road conditions, and use of air conditioning.

Can the 2006 Toyota Prius achieve higher than rated
fuel economy?
Yes, with careful driving techniques such as gentle acceleration, maintaining steady
speeds, and minimizing idling, some owners report exceeding the rated 46 mpg combined
fuel economy.

What fuel type is recommended for the 2006 Toyota
Prius to optimize fuel economy?
The 2006 Toyota Prius is designed to run on regular unleaded gasoline, which helps
maintain optimal fuel economy and engine performance.

How does city driving fuel economy compare to highway
driving in the 2006 Prius?
The 2006 Prius typically achieves better fuel economy in city driving (around 48 mpg)
compared to highway driving (about 45 mpg) due to its hybrid system optimizing energy
recovery during stop-and-go traffic.

Are there any common maintenance tips to improve or
maintain fuel economy in the 2006 Toyota Prius?
Regular maintenance such as timely oil changes, air filter replacement, keeping tires
properly inflated, and ensuring the hybrid battery is in good condition can help maintain



or improve fuel economy.

Does the hybrid battery condition affect the fuel
economy of the 2006 Toyota Prius?
Yes, a healthy hybrid battery is crucial for optimal fuel economy in the 2006 Prius, as it
assists the gasoline engine and recovers energy during braking, so battery degradation
can reduce overall efficiency.

Additional Resources
1. Maximizing Fuel Efficiency: The 2006 Toyota Prius Guide
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the 2006 Toyota Prius, focusing on
techniques to optimize fuel economy. It covers maintenance tips, driving habits, and
modifications that enhance efficiency. Perfect for Prius owners who want to save money
and reduce their environmental footprint.

2. The Hybrid Advantage: Fuel Economy Secrets of the 2006 Prius
Explore the innovative hybrid technology that makes the 2006 Toyota Prius a leader in fuel
economy. This book explains how the hybrid system works and offers practical advice for
getting the most miles per gallon. Readers will also find comparisons with other vehicles
and insights into hybrid maintenance.

3. Driving Green: Fuel Saving Strategies for the 2006 Toyota Prius
This book focuses on eco-friendly driving techniques specifically tailored for the 2006
Prius. It highlights how driving style, route planning, and vehicle upkeep contribute to
better fuel economy. The author provides actionable tips to help drivers reduce emissions
and save fuel.

4. 2006 Toyota Prius Maintenance and Fuel Efficiency Handbook
A detailed manual that emphasizes the importance of regular maintenance in achieving
optimal fuel economy. It includes schedules for tune-ups, tire care, and battery checks
tailored to the 2006 Prius model. The book also explains how each maintenance task
impacts fuel consumption.

5. Understanding Hybrid Technology: The 2006 Prius Fuel Economy Explained
This book breaks down the hybrid technology behind the 2006 Toyota Prius in an easy-to-
understand way. It covers the electric motor, gasoline engine, and battery systems and
how they work together to save fuel. Ideal for readers interested in the science of hybrid
vehicles and their efficiency.

6. Real-World Fuel Economy: 2006 Toyota Prius Owner Experiences
Based on interviews and surveys of 2006 Prius owners, this book presents real-world data
on fuel economy achievements. It discusses driving conditions, modifications, and habits
that affect MPG. Readers gain practical insights from fellow Prius drivers.

7. Boosting Your 2006 Toyota Prius Fuel Economy: Tips and Tricks
A practical handbook filled with easy-to-apply tips for improving your Prius’s fuel
efficiency. Topics include tire pressure, aerodynamic modifications, and the use of



technology to monitor fuel usage. This book is an excellent resource for drivers looking to
get extra miles out of every gallon.

8. The Environmental Impact of the 2006 Toyota Prius: Fuel Economy and Beyond
This book explores the broader environmental benefits of owning a 2006 Prius, focusing
on its fuel economy and reduced emissions. It discusses how the vehicle contributes to
lower carbon footprints and sustainable driving. The author also compares the Prius to
other vehicles in terms of ecological impact.

9. Hybrid Driving Techniques: Mastering Fuel Efficiency in Your 2006 Toyota Prius
Offering advanced driving strategies, this book teaches readers how to master the unique
hybrid system of the 2006 Prius. It includes advice on regenerative braking, battery
management, and efficient acceleration. A must-read for those aiming to become expert
hybrid drivers and maximize fuel savings.
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Elektroantriebe; (4) Getriebe- und Antriebssysteme; (5) Chassis-Systeme; (6) Elektrische und
elektronische Systeme; (7) Karosserie-Design; (8) Materialien und Fertigung; (9) Telematik. -
Zuverlässige Darstellung einer Vielzahl von Spezialthemen aus dem Bereich der Automobiltechnik. -
Zugängliches Nachschlagewerk für Jungingenieure und Studenten, die die technologischen
Grundlagen besser verstehen und ihre Kenntnisse erweitern möchten. - Wertvolle Verweise auf
Detailinformationen und Forschungsergebnisse aus der technischen Literatur. - Entwickelt in
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2009-01-13 At present, there are roughly a billion cars in the world. Yet within twenty years, the
number will increase to 2 billion, a consequence of China and India's explosive growth. Given that
greenhouse gases are already creating havoc with our climate, does this mean that matters will only
get worse? Detroit, the federal government, and-not least-American consumers have all contributed
to the current crisis. Through a concise history of America's love affair with cars and an overview of
the global auto industry, Daniel Sperling, one of the nation's leading transportation experts, and
Deborah Gordon explain how we arrived at this state, and what we can do about it. Most
provocatively, the authors contend that the two places that are the most troublesome with regard to
emissions--California and China--are the most likely to become world leaders on these issues. Arnold
Schwarzenegger's improbable embrace of eco-friendly fuel policies and China's forthright
recognition that it needs to address its rampant pollution with a far-reaching emissions policy
suggest that if they can tackle the issue effectively and honestly, then there really is reason for hope.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Green Living Trish Riley,
2007-09-04 The environmental movement and rising awareness of global warming have sparked an
interest in green living. People want to know what they can do to live sustainable lives. In this book,
you will find an overview of global warming and environmental degradation of air, water, soil; what
sustainable living is and how to do it; how to cut down on carbon output (the cause of global
warming) with alternative cars and fuels; and environmentally friendly home and lawn care
products.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Handbook of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
D. Yogi Goswami, Frank Kreith, 2007-05-07 Brought to you by the creator of numerous bestselling
handbooks, the Handbook of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy provides a thorough
grounding in the analytic techniques and technological developments that underpin renewable
energy use and environmental protection. The handbook emphasizes the engineering aspects of
energy conservation and renewable energy. Taking a world view, the editors discuss key topics
underpinning energy efficiency and renewable energy systems. They provide content at the forefront
of the contemporary debate about energy and environmental futures. This is vital information for
planning a secure energy future. Practical in approach, the book covers technologies currently
available or expected to be ready for implementation in the near future. It sets the stage with a
survey of current and future world-wide energy issues, then explores energy policies and incentives
for conservation and renewable energy, covers economic assessment methods for conservation and
generation technologies, and discusses the environmental costs of various energy generation
technologies. The book goes on to examine distributed generation and demand side management
procedures and gives a perspective on the efficiencies, economics, and environmental costs of fossil
and nuclear technologies. Highlighting energy conservation as the cornerstone of a successful



national energy strategy, the book covers energy management strategies for industry and buildings,
HVAC controls, co-generation, and advances in specific technologies such as motors, lighting,
appliances, and heat pumps. It explores energy storage and generation from renewable sources and
underlines the role of infrastructure security and risk analysis in planning future energy
transmission and storage systems. These features and more make the Handbook of Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy the tool for designing the energy sources of the future.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Plunkett's Automobile Industry Almanac: Automobile,
Truck and Specialty Vehicle Industry Market Research, Statistics, Trends & Leading
Companies Jack W. Plunkett, 2007-10 Provides information on the truck and specialty vehicles
business, including: automotive industry trends and market research; mergers, acquisitions,
globalization; automobile manufacturers; truck makers; makers of specialty vehicles such as RVs;
automobile loans, insurance and other financial services; dealerships; and, components
manufacturers.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Encyclopedia of Renewable and Sustainable Materials ,
2020-01-09 Encyclopedia of Renewable and Sustainable Materials, Five Volume Set provides a
comprehensive overview, covering research and development on all aspects of renewable, recyclable
and sustainable materials. The use of renewable and sustainable materials in building construction,
the automotive sector, energy, textiles and others can create markets for agricultural products and
additional revenue streams for farmers, as well as significantly reduce carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions, manufacturing energy requirements, manufacturing costs and waste. This book provides
researchers, students and professionals in materials science and engineering with tactics and
information as they face increasingly complex challenges around the development, selection and use
of construction and manufacturing materials. Covers a broad range of topics not available elsewhere
in one resource Arranged thematically for ease of navigation Discusses key features on processing,
use, application and the environmental benefits of renewable and sustainable materials Contains a
special focus on sustainability that will lead to the reduction of carbon emissions and enhance
protection of the natural environment with regard to sustainable materials
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Non-Petroleum Automotive Transportation Carl Arthur
MacCarley, 2025-07-17 Non-Petroleum Automotive Transportation addresses the broad topic of
energy and environmental sustainability for automotive transportation in a balanced,
comprehensive, and readable way. Readers will gain a basic understanding of the characteristics,
advantages, and limitations of all viable alternatives to fossil fuels, as well as the basics of internal
combustion engines. Fuels include ethanol, methanol, hydrogen, biodiesel, biomethane, natural gas,
ammonia, dimethyl ether, and synthetic e-Fuels, and methods to calculate the carbon emissions and
power output limits for each are covered. The technologies, operation, efficiency, and overall
emissions of battery electric, hybrid electric, and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles will be analyzed and
compared with all other vehicle fueling options. Also covered are the fueling and charging
infrastructure challenges, energy resource requirements, indirect environmental impacts, safety,
and economic ramifications of the transition from gasoline and diesel fuel to electric and renewable
fuels. The interdependence of transportation with solar, wind, electric energy storage, and emerging
renewable energy sources is discussed. The book concludes with an overview of the effect of
incentives and carbon credits on the direction of automotive energy and suggestions for future
career and investment opportunities enabled by this revolution.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Beyond Light Bulbs Susan Meredith, 2009 The number one
problem in our world today is effective energy management--the energy that fuels our buildings and
propels our vehicles as well as our human energy. But if individuals, governments, and corporations
take action now, we can have a bright energy future. In Beyond Light Bulbs, Susan Meredith helps
readers move beyond the gloom, doom, and overwhelm of global warming and the energy crisis. She
offers hopeful and helpful advice for actions we can all take to improve our future. Straightforward
and clear, the book offers a complete an comprehensive overview of energy in layman's terms, while
giving concrete examples of how you can contribute and benefit.



  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2010-2011 Phil
Edmonston, 2010-05-11 The automotive maven and former Member of Parliament might be the most
trusted man in Canada, an inverse relationship to the people he writes about. – The Globe and Mail
Lemon-Aid shows car and truck buyers how to pick the cheapest and most reliable vehicles from the
past 30 years of auto production. This brand-new edition of the bestselling guide contains updated
information on secret service bulletins that can save you money. Phil describes sales and service
scams, lists which vehicles are factory goofs, and sets out the prices you should pay. As Canada’s
automotive Dr. Phil for over 40 years, Edmonston pulls no punches. His Lemon-Aid is more potent
and provocative than ever.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2011-2012 Phil
Edmonston, 2011-04-25 A guide to buying a used car or minivan features information on the
strengths and weaknesses of each model, a safety summary, recalls, warranties, and service tips.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Climate and Climate Change John P. Rafferty Associate
Editor, Earth Sciences, 2011-01-15 Introduces the dynamics of Earth's climate, discusses how
climate interacts with living things and other parts of the Earth system, and investigates the cause
and effect of previous changes.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Plunkett's Renewable, Alternative & Hydrogen Energy
Industry Almanac 2008 Jack W. Plunkett, 2007-12-30 There are few industry sectors in the world
today with more potential than renewable and hydrogen energy. Clean, green and renewable energy
technologies are receiving immense emphasis from investors, environmentalists, governments and
major corporations. Today's high prices for crude oil, coal and natural gas will increase the demand
for renewables of all types. A wide variety of technologies are being researched, developed and
implemented on a global basis, from Stirling engines to wind power, from advanced nuclear plants to
geothermal and fuel cells. Our analysis also includes tar sands (oil sands), oil shale, fuel cells, clean
coal, distributed power, energy storage, biofuels and much more. You'll find a complete overview,
industry analysis and market research report in one superb, value-priced package. It contains
thousands of contacts for business and industry leaders, industry associations, Internet sites and
other resources. This book also includes statistical tables, an industry glossary and thorough
indexes. The corporate profiles section of the book includes our proprietary, in-depth profiles of the
250 leading companies in all facets of the alternative, renewable and hydrogen energy business.
Here you'll find complete profiles of the hot companies that are making news today, the largest,
most successful corporations in the business. Purchasers of either the book or PDF version can
receive a free copy of the company profiles database on CD-ROM, enabling key word search and
export of key information, addresses, phone numbers and executive names with titles for every
company profiled.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2008-12 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Cost, Effectiveness, and Deployment of Fuel Economy
Technologies for Light-Duty Vehicles National Research Council, Division on Engineering and
Physical Sciences, Board on Energy and Environmental Systems, Committee on the Assessment of
Technologies for Improving Fuel Economy of Light-Duty Vehicles, Phase 2, 2015-09-28 The
light-duty vehicle fleet is expected to undergo substantial technological changes over the next
several decades. New powertrain designs, alternative fuels, advanced materials and significant
changes to the vehicle body are being driven by increasingly stringent fuel economy and greenhouse
gas emission standards. By the end of the next decade, cars and light-duty trucks will be more fuel
efficient, weigh less, emit less air pollutants, have more safety features, and will be more expensive
to purchase relative to current vehicles. Though the gasoline-powered spark ignition engine will
continue to be the dominant powertrain configuration even through 2030, such vehicles will be
equipped with advanced technologies, materials, electronics and controls, and aerodynamics. And by
2030, the deployment of alternative methods to propel and fuel vehicles and alternative modes of



transportation, including autonomous vehicles, will be well underway. What are these new
technologies - how will they work, and will some technologies be more effective than others? Written
to inform The United States Department of Transportation's National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Corporate Average Fuel
Economy (CAFE) and greenhouse gas (GHG) emission standards, this new report from the National
Research Council is a technical evaluation of costs, benefits, and implementation issues of fuel
reduction technologies for next-generation light-duty vehicles. Cost, Effectiveness, and Deployment
of Fuel Economy Technologies for Light-Duty Vehicles estimates the cost, potential efficiency
improvements, and barriers to commercial deployment of technologies that might be employed from
2020 to 2030. This report describes these promising technologies and makes recommendations for
their inclusion on the list of technologies applicable for the 2017-2025 CAFE standards.
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Hybrid Vehicles Allen Fuhs, 2008-09-19 Uncover the
Technology behind Hybrids and Make an Intelligent Decision When Purchasing Your Next Vehicle
With one billion cars expected to be on the roads of the world in the near future, the potential for
war over oil and the negative environmental effects of emissions will be greater than ever before.
Now is the time to seriously consider an alte
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: Green Technologies and the Mobility Industry Andrew
Brown, 2010-11-16 This book features 20 SAE technical papers, originally published in 2009 and
2010, which showcase how the mobility industry is developing greener products and staying
responsive - if not ahead of - new standards and legal requirements. These papers were selected by
SAE International's 2010 President Dr. Andrew Brown Jr., Executive Director and Chief Technologist
for Delphi Corporation. Authored by international experts from both industry and academia, they
cover a wide range of cutting-edge subjects including powertrain electrification, alternative fuels,
new emissions standards and remediation strategies, nanotechnology, sustainability, in-vehicle
networking, and how various countries are also stepping up to the green challenge. Green
Technologies and the Mobility Industry also offers additional useful information: the most recent
Delphi Worldwide Emissions Standards booklets, which will be shipped with the print version of this
title, or as part of the PDF download, if you purchase the ebook version. Exclusive Multimedia
Package Watch Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. describe the new trends in green mobility. Download a free
SAE presentation on green technologies and the mobility industry. Challenging times: an interview
with Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. Buy the Set and Save! This book is the first in the trilogy from SAE on
Safe, Green and Connected vehicles in the mobility industry edited by Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. This
trilogy can be purchased in a combination of the following sets: Green Technologies and Active
Safety in the Mobility Industry Green Technologies and Connectivity in the Mobility Industry Active
Safety and Connectivity in the Mobility Industry Buy the Entire 3 Volume Set to Save the Most!
Green, Safe & Connected: The Future of Mobility
  2006 toyota prius fuel economy: The Investor's Guide to the Energy Revolution Tamás
Farkas, 2008-04-10 This book is for two types of people. First, it's for all those who are interested in
today's energy issues. Second, for those who consider investing in the energy industry. The author,
an independent thinker and experienced international investor, explains in a clear, concise way the
role of the different energy sources in the developed societies - and why an Energy Revolution is
inevitable. The book presents different alternatives for the challenges ahead and assesses their
long-term viability with full pragmatism. The author provides a unique investment approach, and
shows with the aid of many real-life examples how to use it for making important investment
decisions with confidence. You will also learn how to invest successfully during recessions and find
recession-proof energy stocks. Whether you are a new, or an experienced investor - or just curious
about oil and energy - you will learn a great deal from this book.
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