2004 impala fuel economy

2004 impala fuel economy remains a significant consideration for owners and prospective buyers
of this classic full-size sedan. Known for its spacious interior and smooth ride, the 2004 Chevrolet
Impala also delivers fuel efficiency figures that are reflective of its engine options and vehicle design.
This article explores the fuel economy of the 2004 Impala in detail, examining the various engine
configurations, driving conditions, and factors influencing its gas mileage. Additionally, comparisons
with contemporary vehicles and tips for maximizing fuel efficiency will be discussed. Understanding
these aspects provides a comprehensive view of the 2004 Impala’s performance regarding fuel
consumption and overall efficiency, assisting consumers in making informed decisions.
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Engine Options and Their Impact on Fuel Economy

The 2004 Chevrolet Impala was offered with multiple engine choices that directly influence its fuel
economy. Understanding these options is critical when evaluating the vehicle’s gas mileage and
performance.

3.4-Liter V6 Engine

The base engine for the 2004 Impala is a 3.4-liter V6 producing 180 horsepower. This engine is
designed for balanced performance and fuel efficiency, making it a popular choice among buyers
focused on economy. The 3.4L V6 provides adequate power for daily driving while maintaining
reasonable fuel consumption rates.

3.8-Liter V6 Engine

The more powerful option for the 2004 Impala is the 3.8-liter V6, delivering 240 horsepower. This
engine offers greater acceleration and towing capabilities but typically results in slightly lower fuel
economy compared to the smaller 3.4L V6. The increased displacement and power output require
more fuel, especially during aggressive driving.



Engine Technology and Fuel Efficiency

Both engines utilize multi-point fuel injection and variable valve timing, technologies that help
optimize fuel combustion and improve overall efficiency. However, the larger 3.8-liter V6 inherently
consumes more fuel due to its size and power output.

EPA Fuel Economy Ratings for the 2004 Impala

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides standardized fuel economy ratings that serve as
benchmarks for consumer expectations. The 2004 Impala’s EPA ratings vary depending on the engine
and transmission combination.

Fuel Economy for 3.4L V6 Models

According to EPA estimates, the 3.4-liter V6 versions of the 2004 Impala achieve approximately 19
miles per gallon (mpg) in city driving and 29 mpg on the highway. These figures highlight the
vehicle's relative efficiency for a full-size sedan of its era.

Fuel Economy for 3.8L V6 Models

The 3.8-liter V6 models are rated slightly lower, averaging around 18 mpg in the city and 27 mpg on
the highway. The modest decrease reflects the engine’s higher power output and fuel demands.

Transmission Influence

Most 2004 Impalas come equipped with a 4-speed automatic transmission, which influences fuel
economy by balancing power delivery and engine RPM. Manual transmission options were not widely
available for this model year, so automatic transmission ratings are generally consistent across the
lineup.

Factors Affecting Real-World Fuel Efficiency

While EPA ratings provide a useful baseline, actual fuel economy can vary significantly based on
several real-world factors. Understanding these influences helps in managing expectations and
improving the 2004 Impala’s fuel efficiency.

Driving Habits and Conditions

Aggressive acceleration, frequent braking, and excessive idling reduce fuel economy. Conversely,
smooth driving at steady speeds tends to maximize gas mileage. Urban stop-and-go traffic typically
results in lower fuel efficiency than highway cruising.



Vehicle Maintenance

Regular maintenance such as timely oil changes, air filter replacements, and proper tire inflation
ensures the engine runs efficiently. Neglecting maintenance can lead to decreased fuel economy due
to engine strain and increased rolling resistance.

Load and Cargo

Carrying heavy loads or additional cargo increases the vehicle’'s weight, which in turn requires more
fuel to maintain speed and acceleration. Reducing unnecessary weight can contribute to better fuel
efficiency.

Environmental Factors

Extremes in temperature, hilly terrain, and strong headwinds can negatively impact fuel economy by
increasing engine workload. Using air conditioning or other electrical systems also increases fuel
consumption.

Comparing the 2004 Impala’s Fuel Economy with
Competitors

To assess the 2004 Impala’s fuel efficiency in context, it is helpful to compare its EPA ratings with
similar full-size sedans from the same period.

Ford Taurus

The 2004 Ford Taurus, a direct competitor, offers fuel economy ratings near 19 mpg city and 28 mpg
highway for its V6 models. These numbers are comparable to the Impala’s, indicating similar
efficiency profiles.

Toyota Avalon

The Toyota Avalon, known for its reliability, delivers slightly better fuel economy with estimates
around 20 mpg city and 28 mpg highway. This advantage is attributed to its more efficient V6 engine
and lighter design.

Dodge Intrepid

The Dodge Intrepid’s fuel economy falls roughly in the 18-20 mpg city and 26-28 mpg highway range,
aligning closely with the Impala’s performance. Differences depend on engine size and transmission

type.



Summary of Competitor Fuel Economy

e 2004 Chevrolet Impala: 18-19 mpg city, 27-29 mpg highway
e 2004 Ford Taurus: 19 mpg city, 28 mpg highway
e 2004 Toyota Avalon: 20 mpg city, 28 mpg highway

e 2004 Dodge Intrepid: 18-20 mpg city, 26-28 mpg highway

Tips to Improve the 2004 Impala’s Fuel Efficiency

Owners seeking to maximize the 2004 Impala’s fuel economy can implement several practical
strategies. These tips address driving behavior, maintenance, and vehicle modifications.

Maintain Proper Tire Pressure

Under-inflated tires increase rolling resistance and reduce fuel economy. Checking and maintaining
tire pressure at manufacturer-recommended levels helps improve mileage.

Regular Engine Tune-Ups

Ensuring spark plugs, fuel injectors, and air filters are in good condition optimizes combustion
efficiency, resulting in better fuel consumption.

Use Cruise Control on Highways

Cruise control helps maintain a steady speed, reducing unnecessary acceleration and deceleration,
which conserves fuel during highway driving.

Reduce Excess Weight and Drag

Removing unnecessary cargo and avoiding roof racks or carriers that increase aerodynamic drag can
lead to noticeable improvements in fuel efficiency.

Drive Smoothly and Avoid Aggressive Maneuvers

Gentle acceleration and braking conserve fuel by minimizing the engine’s workload and preventing
excessive fuel consumption during rapid speed changes.



Limit Idling Time

Turning off the engine during extended stops prevents fuel waste associated with idling and
contributes to overall fuel savings.

Use Recommended Motor Oil

Using the manufacturer’s recommended grade and type of motor oil can improve engine efficiency
and fuel economy.

Maintain tire pressure regularly

Schedule routine engine tune-ups

Utilize cruise control on highways

Remove unnecessary weight and aerodynamic drag

Practice smooth acceleration and braking

Avoid prolonged idling

Use manufacturer-recommended motor oil

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average fuel economy of a 2004 Chevrolet
Impala?

The 2004 Chevrolet Impala typically achieves around 19 miles per gallon (mpg) in the city and 29
mpg on the highway.

Does the 2004 Impala have different fuel economy ratings for
V6 and V8 engines?

Yes, the 2004 Impala with a V6 engine generally has better fuel economy compared to the V8 engine,
with the V6 averaging about 19 mpg city and 29 mpg highway, while the V8 engine gets lower mpg
figures.

How does the 2004 Impala's fuel economy compare to other



cars in its class?

The 2004 Impala's fuel economy is average for a full-size sedan of its era, offering decent mileage for
its size and engine options.

Can regular maintenance improve the fuel economy of a 2004
Impala?

Yes, regular maintenance such as timely oil changes, air filter replacements, and proper tire inflation
can help maintain or improve the fuel economy of a 2004 Impala.

What fuel type is recommended for the 2004 Chevrolet Impala
to achieve optimal fuel economy?

Regular unleaded gasoline is recommended for the 2004 Chevrolet Impala, which helps ensure
optimal fuel economy and engine performance.

Are there any modifications that can improve the 2004
Impala's fuel economy?

Modifications such as upgrading to low rolling resistance tires, improving aerodynamics, or using
synthetic oils may slightly improve fuel economy, but gains are usually modest.

What impact does driving style have on the fuel economy of a
2004 Impala?

Aggressive driving, rapid acceleration, and excessive idling can significantly reduce the fuel economy
of a 2004 Impala, while smooth acceleration and steady speeds improve it.

Is the 2004 Impala more fuel efficient in city or highway
driving?

The 2004 Impala is more fuel efficient during highway driving, achieving about 29 mpg compared to
approximately 19 mpg in city driving.

How does the 2004 Impala's fuel economy change with
different trim levels?

Fuel economy differences between trim levels of the 2004 Impala are minimal, mostly influenced by
engine type and optional equipment rather than trim level alone.

What EPA fuel economy ratings does the 2004 Chevrolet
Impala have?

The EPA rates the 2004 Chevrolet Impala V6 at approximately 19 mpg city and 29 mpg highway,
while models with the V8 engine have lower ratings, typically around 16 mpg city and 24 mpg



highway.

Additional Resources

1. Maximizing Fuel Efficiency in Your 2004 Chevy Impala

This book offers practical tips and maintenance advice specifically tailored for the 2004 Chevrolet
Impala. It covers driving habits, tire maintenance, and engine care to help owners improve fuel
economy. Readers will find easy-to-follow strategies for saving money at the pump without sacrificing
performance.

2. The 2004 Impala Owner’s Guide to Better Gas Mileage

Designed for Impala owners, this guide delves into the factors affecting fuel consumption in the 2004
model. It explains how different driving conditions and vehicle modifications impact mileage. The
book also includes a troubleshooting section to address common fuel efficiency issues.

3. Chevy Impala 2004: Understanding Fuel Economy and Performance

This comprehensive resource explores the balance between fuel economy and engine performance in
the 2004 Impala. It provides detailed explanations of the car’s fuel system, aerodynamics, and weight
considerations. Readers will learn how to optimize their vehicle for both power and efficiency.

4. Eco-Friendly Driving Techniques for the 2004 Impala

Focusing on environmentally conscious driving, this book teaches Impala owners how to reduce their
carbon footprint. It presents fuel-saving driving methods tailored to the 2004 model’s specifications.
Additionally, it covers the benefits of regular maintenance and using quality fuel additives.

5. Maintaining Your 2004 Chevy Impala for Optimal Fuel Economy

Maintenance is key to fuel efficiency, and this book provides a detailed maintenance schedule for the
2004 Impala. It highlights the importance of oil changes, air filter replacements, and tire pressure
checks. The guide also offers advice on selecting the right parts to ensure longevity and economy.

6. Fuel Economy Myths and Facts: The 2004 Impala Edition

Separating fact from fiction, this book addresses common misconceptions about fuel economy in the
2004 Impala. It explains which modifications and behaviors genuinely affect gas mileage and which
do not. The author backs up claims with scientific data and real-world testing results.

7. Driving Smart: Enhancing the 2004 Impala’s Fuel Efficiency

This book emphasizes the role of smart driving habits in improving fuel economy. It teaches
techniques such as smooth acceleration, proper gear use, and effective braking tailored to the 2004
Impala. The guide also includes tips on route planning and avoiding traffic to save fuel.

8. The Technical Guide to 2004 Impala Fuel Systems

Targeted at car enthusiasts and mechanics, this book offers an in-depth look at the fuel system of the
2004 Impala. It covers components like the fuel pump, injectors, and sensors that influence fuel
efficiency. The technical explanations help readers understand how to diagnose and fix fuel-related
issues.

9. Comparing Fuel Economy: 2004 Impala vs. Other Sedans

This comparative analysis evaluates the 2004 Chevrolet Impala’s fuel economy against similar sedans
of its era. It discusses design choices, engine options, and weight differences that impact gas mileage.
The book helps readers understand where the Impala stands in terms of efficiency and value.
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Reports is the definitive authority on unbiased automotive ratings.
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2004 impala fuel economy: Cemeterians Jack W. Plunkett, 2008 Franklin, Jack, Marla,
Thadius, and Caitlin... this unlikely group of assorted misfits are the Cemetarians, a group that will
take on any job - no, really, we mean any bloody job (money's a bit tight right now)! Trudge through
disgusting sewers to battle manatee-massacring mermaids and soggy cultists, creep through creepy,
fog-littered cemeteries straight out of an ancient Hammer Film soundstage, confront undead
lecherous lodgers and other assorted beasties, creepies, and ghoulies. It all comes down to whether
an adolescent giant Automaton, a truly mad, Mad Scientist, a surly Necromancer, a Banshee's
granddaughter, and a reluctant furry monster straight from under your little sister's bed can manage
not to kill each other - or, at least, quit fighting over the tele-privilege-schedule long enough to get
the job done! Not likely.

2004 impala fuel economy: Edmunds New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide 2004 The Editors
at Edmunds.com, 2004-01-01 For more than thirty-seven years, millions of consumers have turned to
Edmunds buyer's guide for their shopping needs. This format makes it easier for consumers to get
the advice and information they need to purchase their next new vehicle. Readers benefit from
features such as: -Comprehensive vehicle reviews -Easy-to-use charts that rate competitive vehicles
in popular market segments -Expanded in-depth advice on buying and leasing -Editors™ and
consumers  ratings -Larger photographs -Predicted resale values for all models. In addition to these
features, vehicle shoppers can benefit from the best that they ve come to expect from the Edmunds
name: -In-depth articles on all-new vehicles -Crash test ratings from the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety -Warranty information and
more.

2004 impala fuel economy: Consumer Reports Buying Guide 2005 Consumer Reports,
2004-10-26

2004 impala fuel economy: Plunkett's Renewable, Alternative & Hydrogen Energy
Industry Almanac 2009 Jack W. Plunkett, 2009 There are few industry sectors in the world today
with more potential than renewable and hydrogen energy. Clean, green and renewable energy
technologies are receiving immense emphasis from investors, environmentalists, governments and
major corporations. Today's high prices for crude oil, coal and natural gas will increase the demand
for renewables of all types. A wide variety of technologies are being researched, developed and
implemented on a global basis, from Stirling engines to wind power, from advanced nuclear plants to
geothermal and fuel cells. Our analysis also includes tar sands (o0il sands), oil shale, fuel cells, clean
coal, distributed power, energy storage, biofuels and much more. You'll find a complete overview,
industry analysis and market research report in one superb, value-priced package. It contains
thousands of contacts for business and industry leaders, industry associations, Internet sites and
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other resources. This book also includes statistical tables, an industry glossary and thorough
indexes. The corporate profiles section of the book includes our proprietary, in-depth profiles of the
250 leading companies in all facets of the alternative, renewable and hydrogen energy business.
Here you'll find complete profiles of the hot companies that are making news today, the largest,
most successful corporations in the business. Purchasers of either the book or PDF version can
receive a free copy of the company profiles database on CD-ROM, enabling key word search and
export of key information, addresses, phone numbers and executive names with titles for every
company profiled.

2004 impala fuel economy: 2004 Cars Consumer Guide Editors, The Auto Editors of
Consumer Guide, Consumer Guide, 2004-02 This all-new edition of the latest guide to passenger
cars, minivans, and sport-utility vehicles features photos of the newest models, the latest suggested
retail and dealer invoice prices factory options, EPA mileage estimates, warranty information, and
more. Original.

2004 impala fuel economy: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2009-2010 Phil Edmonston,
2009-02-16 For the first time in one volume, Phil Edmonston, Canada’s automotive “Dr. Phil,” covers
all used vehicles, packing this guide with insider tips to help the consumer make the safest and
cheapest choice possible from cars and trucks of the past 25 years.

2004 impala fuel economy: The Car Book 2005 Jack Gillis, 2004

2004 impala fuel economy: BUYING GUIDE ALL NEW FOR 2005, 2004

2004 impala fuel economy: Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks 1990-2015 Phil
Edmonston, 2013-11-18 Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks 1990-2015 steers the confused
and anxious buyer through the purchase of new and used vehicles unlike any other car-and-truck
book on the market. Dr. Phil, Canada's best-known automotive expert for more than 42 years, pulls
no punches.

2004 impala fuel economy: Automotive News , 2008

2004 impala fuel economy: Consumer Reports New Car Buying Guide, 2003-04 Consumer
Reports, 2003-06 This comprehensive guide, updated for the 2003 model year, provides buyers with
all the information they need to buy any new vehicle.

2004 impala fuel economy: Consumer Reports 2004 , 2003

2004 impala fuel economy: Popular Science , 2004-09 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.

2004 impala fuel economy: Introduction to Probability and Statistics for Science,
Engineering, and Finance Walter A. Rosenkrantz, 2008-07-10 Integrating interesting and widely
used concepts of financial engineering into traditional statistics courses, Introduction to Probability
and Statistics for Science, Engineering, and Finance illustrates the role and scope of statistics and
probability in various fields. The text first introduces the basics needed to understand and create

2004 impala fuel economy: The Buying Guide 2004 Consumer Reports, 2003-11-29
Whatever your shopping style - diligent researcher, casual browser, or determined time saver -
Consumer Reports is there with its all-new 2004 edition of The Buying Guide, Trusted product
reviews, comparisons, test results and Ratings of over 800 products combined with the expertise of
Consumer Reports will help you in making your buying decisions for the entire year.

2004 impala fuel economy: Used Car Buying Guide 2007 Consumer Reports (Firm),
2007-01-09 Buying a car can be a smart idea - a car loses the lion's share of its value when it is
driven off the new car lot, so why let someone else take that loss? But buyer beware: A used car is
likely to need more repairs and may come with a short warranty or none at all. In addition, used cars
may lack the latest safety features. That is why it is so important for consumers to do extensive
research so they can avoid all of the potential pitfalls of buying a used car. The auto experts at
Consumer Reports have done the work for you and have compiled their extensive research and
report their findings into the 2007 edition of USED CAR BUYING GUIDE. This fabulous tool will help




steer any consumer who is in the market for a used car towards the better-performing and more
reliable used car models and away from those models with a troubled past or substandard
performance. Before consumers set foot on a used car lot, they should read all the valuable
information provided in this book so they can be armed with as much information as possible and the
knowledge to make an educated choice. Consumer Reports knows cars and offers the most detailed
and revealing used car reliability information available anywhere including: - Unbiased reviews of
every major model from 1999 - 2006- Lists of the best and worst used vehicles and how to avoid a
lemon - A checklist of what to look for when inspecting a used car- Best used cars for gas mileage-
Tips on negotiating the best priceReliability, recalls and crash test information- Making sense of
safety information -How to get the most money when trading in your current car The majority of this
book is devoted to the profiles of 264 cars, minivans, SUVs and trucks, presenting all major
1999-2006 models. Each profile contains a photo from the representative year, a write-up of the
vehicle, reliability history, crash-test data, and the model years when key safety gear was added and
when a major redesign was made.

2004 impala fuel economy: Plunkett's Automobile Industry Almanac 2007 Jack W.
Plunkett, 2006-10 Provides information on the truck and specialty vehicles business, including:
automotive industry trends and market research; mergers, acquisitions, globalization; automobile
manufacturers; truck makers; makers of specialty vehicles such as RVs; automobile loans, insurance
and other financial services; dealerships; and, components manufacturers.
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