
20 month old speech
20 month old speech development is a critical milestone in early childhood,
reflecting rapid growth in language and communication skills. At 20 months,
toddlers typically experience significant advances in their vocabulary,
sentence formation, and ability to express needs, thoughts, and emotions.
Understanding typical speech patterns and milestones at this stage can help
caregivers and professionals support language acquisition effectively. This
article explores the expected speech characteristics of 20 month old
children, common variations, and strategies to encourage healthy speech
development. It also addresses potential concerns and when to seek
professional guidance. The comprehensive overview includes essential
vocabulary growth indicators, speech clarity, and key developmental
behaviors.
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Typical Speech Milestones at 20 Months
By 20 months, toddlers usually demonstrate a noticeable increase in their
ability to communicate verbally. This stage is characterized by expanding
vocabulary, the beginning of combining words, and improved speech clarity.
While individual variation is normal, certain patterns provide a framework
for typical speech development in 20 month old children.

Vocabulary Growth
Most 20 month old toddlers have a vocabulary ranging from 50 to 100 words.
These words often include names of familiar objects, people, and common
actions. Simple nouns such as "mama," "dada," and "ball," as well as verbs
like "go" or "eat," become part of their active lexicon. Additionally,
toddlers begin to understand many more words than they can say, demonstrating
receptive language skills that exceed expressive abilities.



Combining Words
While many toddlers at this age primarily use single words, some may start to
combine two words to form simple phrases like “more juice” or “go car.” These
early word combinations indicate the onset of basic grammar and syntax
understanding, marking a significant step in speech development.

Speech Clarity and Pronunciation
At 20 months, speech clarity is generally limited; toddlers often produce
sounds that are not perfectly articulated. Common phonetic simplifications
include substituting easier sounds for more complex ones (e.g., saying “wawa”
for “water”). Despite these simplifications, caregivers usually understand
the child’s speech through contextual clues and familiar routines.

Factors Influencing Speech Development
Various biological, environmental, and social factors impact the speech
development of 20 month old children. Recognizing these factors helps in
understanding the diversity of speech milestones and tailoring appropriate
support strategies.

Genetic and Neurological Factors
Genetics play a role in the pace of speech acquisition, as some children
naturally develop language skills earlier or later than peers. Additionally,
neurological health affects speech; conditions such as hearing impairment or
developmental disorders can delay or alter speech progression.

Environmental Influences
The richness of a child’s language environment significantly affects speech
development. Children exposed to frequent verbal interactions, storytelling,
and responsive communication tend to develop stronger language skills.
Conversely, limited exposure to spoken language can slow vocabulary growth
and speech fluency.

Social Interaction
Interaction with caregivers and peers encourages speech development by
providing models for language use and opportunities for practice. Responsive
communication, where adults listen and respond to the child’s vocalizations
and attempts at speech, promotes confidence and skill building.



Encouraging Language Growth in 20 Month Olds
Proactive strategies can enhance speech development in toddlers around 20
months old. These practices focus on creating supportive, language-rich
environments that motivate children to communicate.

Engaging in Responsive Communication
Responding promptly and meaningfully to a child’s attempts at speech
encourages further vocalization and experimentation with language. Caregivers
should listen attentively, repeat words, and expand on the child’s utterances
to model more complex language structures.

Reading and Storytelling
Regular exposure to books and stories introduces new vocabulary and concepts,
fostering language comprehension and verbal expression. Interactive reading,
where caregivers ask questions and encourage the child to point or name
objects, enhances engagement and learning.

Play-Based Language Learning
Incorporating language into play activities makes learning enjoyable and
contextual. Naming toys, describing actions, and encouraging imitation during
play support vocabulary acquisition and sentence formation.

Tips to Support Speech Development

Use clear, simple language and repeat key words.

Encourage imitation of sounds and words.

Provide opportunities for social interaction with other children.

Avoid correcting mistakes harshly; instead, model correct pronunciation
gently.

Limit screen time and prioritize face-to-face communication.



Common Speech Challenges and Concerns
While variations in speech development are normal, certain signs may indicate
potential challenges that warrant attention. Understanding common issues can
help caregivers recognize when intervention might be beneficial.

Delayed Speech
Some 20 month old children may exhibit delayed speech characterized by
limited vocabulary or absence of word combinations. Possible causes include
hearing loss, reduced social interaction, or developmental disorders. Early
identification and intervention improve outcomes.

Speech Sound Disorders
Difficulty producing specific sounds or consistently substituting or omitting
sounds beyond typical developmental patterns may suggest a speech sound
disorder. Monitoring speech clarity and consulting a specialist can address
these concerns effectively.

Selective Mutism and Social Communication Issues
In some cases, toddlers may show reluctance to speak in certain settings or
demonstrate challenges in using language socially. These behaviors could
indicate selective mutism or pragmatic language difficulties, requiring
assessment and support.

When to Consult a Speech-Language Pathologist
Identifying the appropriate time to seek professional evaluation is essential
for addressing speech development concerns in 20 month old children. Early
intervention can significantly improve language outcomes.

Warning Signs for Professional Evaluation
Caregivers should consider consulting a speech-language pathologist if the
child:

Has fewer than 20 words in their vocabulary by 20 months.

Does not attempt to combine words or use gestures to communicate.

Shows difficulty understanding simple instructions.



Exhibits unclear speech that makes communication challenging.

Demonstrates limited interest in social interaction or communication.

Benefits of Early Speech Therapy
Speech therapy can provide targeted techniques to enhance language skills,
address articulation issues, and support social communication. Early access
to therapy helps prevent future academic and social difficulties related to
speech delays.

Frequently Asked Questions

What speech milestones should a 20-month-old
typically reach?
By 20 months, many toddlers can say around 20 to 50 words, use simple two-
word phrases, and understand more than they can express.

Is it normal if a 20-month-old isn’t speaking much
yet?
Yes, some children develop speech later than others. However, if there is
very little babbling or no recognizable words by 20 months, it’s a good idea
to consult a pediatrician or speech therapist.

How can I encourage my 20-month-old to speak more?
Engage in frequent conversations, read books together, name objects and
actions, sing songs, and respond enthusiastically to your child’s attempts at
speech to encourage communication.

What are common causes of delayed speech in 20-
month-olds?
Delayed speech can be caused by hearing issues, developmental disorders,
limited social interaction, or simply individual variations in development.

When should I be concerned about my 20-month-old’s
speech development?
If your child isn’t using any words, doesn’t respond to their name, or shows
little interest in communication, it’s advisable to seek professional



evaluation.

Can bilingualism affect the speech development of a
20-month-old?
Bilingual children might have a smaller vocabulary in each language initially
but typically catch up over time. Bilingualism does not cause speech delays.

What activities support speech development in a 20-
month-old?
Activities like reading picture books, playing interactive games, singing
nursery rhymes, and encouraging imitation help promote speech development in
toddlers.

Additional Resources
1. Talking with Toddlers: Encouraging Speech at 20 Months
This book provides parents and caregivers with practical strategies to
support speech development in toddlers around 20 months old. It covers common
milestones, typical speech patterns, and ways to create a language-rich
environment. The author emphasizes interactive play and responsive
communication to boost early vocabulary and sentence formation.

2. The 20-Month Language Leap: Understanding Toddler Speech Growth
Focused on the critical stages of language acquisition at 20 months, this
guide explains what parents can expect and how to nurture their child’s
emerging communication skills. It details common challenges and offers tips
for promoting clear speech and comprehension. The book also includes
activities designed to improve listening and speaking abilities.

3. First Words and Beyond: A Speech Guide for 20-Month-Olds
This resource outlines the typical speech milestones for toddlers at 20
months, such as combining words and expanding vocabulary. Readers learn how
to identify signs of typical and delayed speech development. The book
provides fun, everyday exercises to encourage verbal interaction and language
confidence.

4. Early Talkers at 20 Months: Supporting Speech and Language Development
Designed for parents and early childhood educators, this book offers
evidence-based methods to foster speech growth in young toddlers. It
highlights the importance of reading, singing, and conversation in daily
routines. Additionally, it advises on when to seek professional help if
speech concerns arise.

5. Speech Milestones at 20 Months: A Parent’s Handbook
This handbook serves as a comprehensive overview of speech and language
milestones expected by 20 months. It includes checklists, developmental



charts, and suggestions for enhancing communication skills. The author
provides reassurance and guidance for parents monitoring their child’s speech
progress.

6. Boosting Toddler Talk: Language Activities for 20-Month-Olds
Filled with creative games and activities, this book aims to stimulate speech
and language development for toddlers nearing two years old. It focuses on
engaging sensory experiences and interactive play to build vocabulary and
sentence skills. The easy-to-follow activities encourage bonding while
promoting verbal expression.

7. Understanding Your 20-Month-Old’s Speech Development
This title offers a clear explanation of how toddlers develop speech around
20 months, breaking down complex concepts into accessible language for
parents. It discusses the role of imitation, gesture, and social interaction
in language learning. Tips for fostering a supportive and communicative home
environment are included.

8. From Babble to Words: Speech Development at 20 Months
This book traces the transition from early babbling to meaningful speech that
typically occurs by 20 months. It explains how toddlers experiment with
sounds and begin to form simple sentences. Parents will find advice on
encouraging expressive language and recognizing normal variations in speech
patterns.

9. Language Growth in 20-Month-Old Toddlers: A Practical Guide
Offering a step-by-step approach, this guide helps caregivers understand and
promote language skills in toddlers at 20 months. It covers foundational
speech concepts, communication techniques, and how to handle common speech
delays. The book emphasizes patience, consistency, and positive reinforcement
throughout the learning process.
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ever-developing branch/discipline of linguistics. The book is divided into seven sections, where each
chapter discusses in depth the importance of particular topics, presenting not only new findings in
Japanese, but also practical implications for other languages. Section 1 examines first language
acquisition/development, whereas Section 2 covers issues related to second language
acquisition/development and bilingualism/multilingualism. Section 3 presents problems associated
with the teaching and learning of foreign languages. Section 4 undertakes questions in
corpus/computational linguistics. Section 5 deals with clinical linguistics, and Section 6 takes up
concerns in the area of translation/interpretation. Finally, Section 7 discusses Japanese sign
language. Covering a wide range of current issues in an in an in-depth, comprehensive manner, the
book will be useful for researchers as well as graduate students who are interested in Japanese
linguistics in general, and applied linguistics in particular. Chapter titles Chapter 1. Cognitive Bases
and Caregivers' Speech in Early Language Development (Tamiko Ogura, Tezukayama University)
Chapter 2. Literacy Acquisition in Japanese Children (Etsuko Haryu, University of Tokyo) Chapter 3.
Age Factors in Language Acquisition (Yuko Goto Butler, University of Pennsylvania) Chapter 4.
Cross-lingual Transfer from L1 to L2 Among School-age Children (Kazuko Nakajima, University of
Toronto) Chapter 5. Errors and Learning Strategies by Learners of Japanese as an L2 (Kumiko
Sakoda, Hiroshima University/NINJAL) Chapter 6. Adult JFL Learners' Acquisition of Speech Style
Shift (Haruko Minegishi Cook, University of Hawai'i at Manoa) Chapter 7. Japanese Language
Proficiency Assessment (Noriko Kobayashi, Tsukuba University) Chapter 8. The Role of Instruction
in Acquiring Japanese as a Second Language (Kaoru Koyanagi, Sophia University) Chapter 9. The
Influence of Topic Choice on Narrative Proficiency by Learners of Japanese as a Foreign Language
(Masahiko Minami, San Francisco State University) Chapter 10. CHILDES for Japanese: Corpora,
Programs, and Perspectives (Susanne Miyata, Aichi Shukutoku University) Chapter 11. KY Corpus
(Jae-Ho Lee, Tsukuba University) Chapter 12. Corpus-based Second Language Acquisition Research
(Hiromi Ozeki, Reitaku University) Chapter 13. Assessment of Language Development in Children
with Hearing Impairment and Language Disorders (Kiyoshi Otomo, Tokyo Gakugei University)
Chapter 14. Speech and Language Acquisition in Japanese Children with Down Syndrome (Toru
Watamaki, Nagasaki University) Chapter 15. Revisiting Autistic Language: Is literalness a Truth or
Myth? Manabu Oi (Osaka University/Kanazawa University) Chapter 16. Towards a Robust,
Genre-based Translation Model and its Application (Judy Noguchi, Mukogawa Women's University;
Atsuko Misaki, Kwansei Gakuin University; Shoji Miyanaga, Ritsumeikan University; Masako Terui,
Kinki University) Chapter 17. Japanese Sign Language: An Introduction (Daisuke Hara, Toyota
Technological Institute) Chapter 18. Japanese Sign Language Phonology and Morphology (Daisuke
Hara, Toyota Technological Institute) Chapter 19. Japanese Sign Language Syntax (Noriko Imazato,
Kobe City College of Technology) Chapter 20. Sign Language Development and Language Input
(Takashi Torigoe, Hyogo University of Teacher Education)
  20 month old speech: Language, Logic, and Concepts Ray Jackendoff, Paul Bloom, Karen
Wynn, 2002 A wide-ranging collection of essays inspired by the memory of the cognitive psychologist
John Macnamara.
  20 month old speech: From First Words to Grammar Elizabeth Bates, Inge Bretherton,
Lynn Sebestyen Snyder, 1991-09-27 This book is a comprehensive study of the passage from first
words to grammar in a sample of children large enough to permit systematic analysis of individual
differences in style and rate of development. The authors provide a large body of information about
first words and early grammatical development in qualitative and quantitative patterns that are
useful not only for researchers in the field, but for speech/language pathologists and early childhood
educators interested in the assessment of early language. The results support a unified functionalist
approach to language development, and have implications for the way we think about the structure
and breakdown of language under normal and abnormal conditions.
  20 month old speech: Early Language Development Angela D. Friederici, Guillaume Thierry,
2008 This book establishes a dialogue between experimental psychology and electrophysiology in
the study of infant language development. It aims to provide neuroscientists with an overview of the



ingenious behavioural paradigms developed in the field and to introduce the power of
neurophysiological indices to behavioural experimentalists.
  20 month old speech: Handbook of Parenting Marc H. Bornstein, 2019-03-06 This highly
anticipated third edition of the Handbook of Parenting brings together an array of field-leading
experts who have worked in different ways toward understanding the many diverse aspects of
parenting. Contributors to the Handbook look to the most recent research and thinking to shed light
on topics every parent, professional, and policy maker wonders about. Parenting is a perennially hot
topic. After all, everyone who has ever lived has been parented, and the vast majority of people
become parents themselves. No wonder bookstores house shelves of how-to parenting books and
magazine racks in pharmacies and airports overflow with periodicals that feature parenting advice.
However, almost none of these is evidence-based. The Handbook of Parenting is. Period. Each
chapter has been written to be read and absorbed in a single sitting, and includes historical
considerations of the topic, a discussion of central issues and theory, a review of classical and
modern research, and forecasts of future directions of theory and research. Together, the five
volumes in the Handbook cover Children and Parenting, the Biology and Ecology of Parenting, Being
and Becoming a Parent, Social Conditions and Applied Parenting, and the Practice of Parenting.
Volume 5, The Practice of Parenting, describes the nuts-and-bolts of parenting as well as the
promotion of positive parenting practices. Parents meet the biological, physical, and health
requirements of children. Parents interact with children socially. Parents stimulate children to
engage and understand the environment and to enter the world of learning. Parents provision,
organize, and arrange their children’s home and local environments and the media to which children
are exposed. Parents also manage child development vis-à-vis childcare, school, the circles of
medicine and law, as well as other social institutions through their active citizenship. The chapters
in Part I, on Practical Parenting, review the ethics of parenting, parenting and the development of
children's self-regulation, discipline, prosocial and moral development, and resilience as well as
children’s language, play, cognitive, and academic achievement and children’s peer relationships.
The chapters in Part II, on Parents and Social Institutions, explore parents and their children’s
childcare, activities, media, schools, and healthcare and examine relations between parenthood and
the law, public policy, and religion and spirituality.
  20 month old speech: The Psychology of Language Trevor A. Harley, 2001 This
comprehensive study of the psychology of language explores how we speak, read, remember, learn
and understand language. The author examines each of these aspects in detail.
  20 month old speech: Psychology: From Research to Practice H. Pick, 2012-12-06 This
book grew out of discussion at the meetings of the Board of Sci entific Affair,r of the American
Psychological Association during the years 1972 through 1975. Members of the board felt that there
was general misunderstanding by the public about the role of basic research in science. The problem
was thought to be particularly severe in the case of the behavioral sciences but it appeared to be a
reflection of a more general anti-intellectual attitude in the United States. At the same time basic
researchers had been admittedly underconcerned with the prac tical application of their results. Yet
many thoughtful scientists realize there is a very fruitful interplay between basic research and
application. The proposal was made to prepare a book of case studies that demon strate the
application of basic research in psychology. The book was organized to sample applications from a
range of topics in psychology. The editorial board divided up responsibilities for these topics.
Herschel W. Leibowitz focused on applications from exper imental and engineering psychology and
Jerome E. Singer organized the section on applications to social problems. Alfred Steinschneider
took responsibility for the section on clinical applications of basic research in psychology and Harold
W. Stevenson organized the section on appli cations of basic research to developmental and
educational problems.
  20 month old speech: The Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Neuroscience, Volume 1 Kevin
Ochsner, Stephen M. Kosslyn, 2013-12 A rich source of authoritative information that supports
reading and study in the field of cognitive neuroscience, this two-volume handbook reviews the



current state-of-the-science in all major areas of the field.
  20 month old speech: Advances in Child Development and Behavior Robert V. Kail, 2011-07-29
Volume 34 of the Advances in Child Development and Behavior series is divided into eight
components that highlight some of the most recent research in developmental and educational
psychology. A wide array of topics are discussed in detail, including social stereotypes and prejudice,
phonetic and lexical learning, poverty, the development of moral thinking, and others. Each
component provides in depth discussions of various developmental psychology specializations. This
volume serves as an invaluable resource for psychology researchers and advanced psychology
students. - Goes in depth to address eight different developmental and educational psychology topics
- A necessary resource for both psychology researchers and students
  20 month old speech: Virginia Medical Monthly , 1888
  20 month old speech: Handbook of Child Language Disorders Richard G. Schwartz,
2010-10-18 The Handbook of Child Language Disorders provides an in-depth, comprehensive, and
state-of-the-art review of current research concerning the nature, assessment, and remediation of
language disorders in children. The book includes chapters focusing on specific groups of childhood
disorders (SLI, autism, genetic syndromes, dyslexia, hearing impairment); the linguistic, perceptual,
genetic, neurobiological, and cognitive bases of these disorders; and the context of language
disorders (bilingual, across dialects, and across languages). To examine the nature of deficits, their
assessment and remediation across populations, chapters address the main components of language
(morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics) and related areas (processing, memory, attention,
executive function such as reading and writing). Finally, even though there is extensive information
regarding research and clinical methods in each chapter, there are individual chapters that focus
directly on research methods. This Handbook is a comprehensive reference source for clinicians and
researchers and can be used as a textbook for undergraduate, masters, and doctoral students in
speech-language pathology, developmental psychology, special education, disabilities studies,
neuropsychology and in other fields interested in children's language disorders.
  20 month old speech: Social interaction, Social Context, and Language Dan Isaac Slobin,
Julie Gerhardt, Amy Kyratzis, Jiansheng Guo, 2014-07-10 This collection of essays is a representative
sample of the current research and researchers in the fields of language and social interactions and
social context. The opening chapter, entitled Context in Language, is written by Susan Ervin-Tripp,
whose diverse and innovative research inspired the editors to dedicate this book to her honor.
Ervin-Tripp is known for her work in the fields of linguistics, psychology, child development,
sociology, anthropology, rhetoric, and women's studies. She has played a central role in the
definition and establishment of psycholinguistics, child language development, and sociolinguistics,
and has been an innovator in terms of approaches and methods of study. This book covers a wide
range of research interests in the field, from linguistically oriented approaches to social and
ethnography oriented approaches. The issue of the relationships between forms and structures of
language and social interactions is examined in studies of both adult and child speech. It is a useful
anthology for graduate students studying language and social interaction, as well as for researchers
in this field.
  20 month old speech: Handbook of Developmental Social Neuroscience Michelle de Haan,
Megan R. Gunnar, 2011-06-23 Recent years have seen an explosion of research into the
physiological and neural bases of social behavior. This state-of-the science handbook is unique in
approaching the topic from a developmental perspective. Exploring the dynamic relationship
between biology and social behavior from infancy through adolescence, leading investigators discuss
key processes in typical and atypical development. Chapters address emotion, motivation, person
perception, interpersonal relationships, developmental disorders, and psychopathology. The volume
sheds light on how complex social abilities emerge from basic brain circuits, whether there are
elements of social behavior that are hard wired in the brain, and the impact of early experiences.
Illustrations include 8 color plates.
  20 month old speech: International Handbook of Language Acquisition Jessica Horst,



Janne von Koss Torkildsen, 2019-05-01 How do children acquire language? How does real life
language acquisition differ from results found in controlled environments? And how is modern life
challenging established theories? Going far beyond laboratory experiments, the International
Handbook of Language Acquisition examines a wide range of topics surrounding language
development to shed light on how children acquire language in the real world. The foremost experts
in the field cover a variety of issues, from the underlying cognitive processes and role of language
input to development of key language dimensions as well as both typical and atypical language
development. Horst and Torkildsen balance a theoretical foundation with data acquired from applied
settings to offer a truly comprehensive reference book with an international outlook. The
International Handbook of Language Acquisition is essential reading for graduate students and
researchers in language acquisition across developmental psychology, developmental
neuropsychology, linguistics, early childhood education, and communication disorders.
  20 month old speech: Psychology at the Turn of the Millennium, Volume 1 Lars Backman,
Claes von Hofsten, 2005-08-18 These two volumes represent the cutting edge of contemporary
theory and research in psychological science. Based on the keynote and state-of-the-art lectures
from the 27th International Congress of Psychology, the volumes feature a collection of chapters
written by international leaders in psychological scholarship. The chapters reflect the diversity of
current research topics in psychology, where old boundaries have become obsolete and subdivisions
from the past merge to form new objects of study. Volume 1 addresses cognitive, biological, and
health perspectives. It includes sections on the neural mechanisms underlying psychological
processes; the core areas in experimental psychology, perception, attention, learning, and memory;
the multiple aspects of psychological health; the interaction between cognitive and emotional
processes; and higher cognitive processes with special focus on decision-making and language.
Volume 2 deals with social, developmental, and clinical perspectives. The sections highlight human
development across the life span; basic and applied issues in personality, emotion, and clinical
psychology; social psychology, ranging from experimental work through social constructivism; and
gender.
  20 month old speech: Comprehensive Developmental Neuroscience: Neural Circuit
Development and Function in the Heathy and Diseased Brain J. Lany, J.R. Saffran, 2013-05-06
  20 month old speech: The Development of Autobiographical Memory Hans J.
Markowitsch, Harald Welzer, 2009-10-28 Autobiographical memory constitutes an essential part of
our personality. This book reveals how the development of a conscious self, of an integrated
personality and of an autobiographical memory are all intertwined.
  20 month old speech: Routledge Handbook of Communication Disorders Ruth H. Bahr, Elaine
R. Silliman, 2015-04-24 The Routledge Handbook of Communication Disorders provides an update
on key issues and research in the clinical application of the speech, language and hearing sciences
in both children and adults. Focusing on areas of cutting-edge research, this handbook showcases
what we know about communication disorders, and their assessment and treatment. It emphasizes
the application of theory to clinical practice throughout, and is arranged by the four key bases of
communication impairments: Neural/Genetic Bases Perceptual-Motor Bases Cognitive-Linguistic
Bases Socio-Cultural Bases. The handbook ends with an integrative section, which looks at
innovative ways of working across domains to arrive at novel assessment and treatment ideas. It is
an important reference work for researchers, students and practitioners working in communication
science and speech and language therapy.
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http - Spaces in URLs? - Stack Overflow Since it's not mentioned anywhere in the grammar, the
only way to encode a space is with percent-encoding (%20). In fact, the RFC even states that spaces
are delimiters and should
html - Is a URL allowed to contain a space? - Stack Overflow 7 Yes, the space is usually
encoded to "%20" though. Any parameters that pass to a URL should be encoded, simply for safety
reasons
C# .Net How to Encode URL space with %20 instead of   How to encode query string space
with %20 instead of + ? Because System.Web HttpUtility.UrlEncode() gives the space with +
How do I replace all the spaces with %20 in C#? - Stack Overflow   I want to make a string
into a URL using C#. There must be something in the .NET framework that should help, right?
OpenSSL Verify return code: 20 (unable to get local issuer certificate)   OpenSSL Verify
return code: 20 (unable to get local issuer certificate) Asked 13 years, 2 months ago Modified 10
months ago Viewed 384k times
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