2 channel line output converter wiring
diagram

2 channel line output converter wiring diagram is an essential topic for anyone looking to
integrate aftermarket amplifiers or subwoofers into a factory car audio system. This guide explores
the detailed wiring process, components involved, and practical tips for optimal installation.
Understanding a 2 channel line output converter wiring diagram helps ensure proper signal
conversion from speaker-level outputs to RCA-level inputs, allowing seamless connection with
amplifiers. This article covers the basics of line output converters, wiring techniques,
troubleshooting common issues, and safety precautions to consider during installation. By the end,
readers will have a comprehensive understanding of how to correctly wire a 2 channel line output
converter in various automotive audio setups.
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Understanding 2 Channel Line Output Converters

A 2 channel line output converter (LOC) is a device used to convert high-level speaker outputs from
a factory or aftermarket head unit into low-level RCA signals. This conversion allows the audio signal
to be compatible with external amplifiers, which typically require RCA inputs. The 2 channel LOC
specifically handles left and right audio channels, making it ideal for standard stereo setups.

Most modern vehicles come with factory head units that lack RCA outputs, limiting the ability to add
external amplification. A 2 channel line output converter solves this issue by tapping into the
speaker wires and reducing the signal voltage. This process preserves sound quality while enabling
more powerful audio components to be integrated into the system.

How a Line Output Converter Works

Line output converters utilize transformers or electronic circuitry to step down the speaker-level
audio signal to a line-level output. The output voltage is reduced from approximately 4 to 12 volts
down to less than 2 volts, which is safe and compatible for RCA inputs on amplifiers. This conversion
ensures minimal noise and distortion when properly installed.



Applications of 2 Channel LOCs

These converters are commonly used in:

Factory audio systems without RCA outputs

Adding aftermarket amplifiers or subwoofers

Retaining factory head units while upgrading sound quality

Integrating additional audio components such as equalizers

Components Needed for Wiring

Before starting the wiring process, it is crucial to gather all necessary components and tools. Proper
preparation ensures a smooth and efficient installation of the 2 channel line output converter.

Essential Components

e 2 Channel Line Output Converter: The main device that converts speaker-level signals to
RCA outputs.

¢ Speaker Wire Connectors: Wire taps or crimp connectors to safely connect to speaker wires
without cutting them excessively.

¢ RCA Cables: To connect the LOC outputs to the amplifier inputs.
¢ Electrical Tape or Heat Shrink Tubing: For insulating and protecting wire connections.
e Wire Strippers and Crimping Tool: For preparing and securing wires.

e Multimeter (Optional): To verify voltage and continuity during installation.

Additional Accessories

Depending on the vehicle and system complexity, some installers might require:

e Fuse holders and fuses for added circuit protection
e Grounding wires to prevent electrical noise

e Zip ties and mounting hardware to secure wiring and components



Step-by-Step Wiring Process

Wiring a 2 channel line output converter involves careful connection to the factory speaker wires
and routing RCA outputs to an amplifier. The following steps provide a systematic approach to
ensure correct installation.

1. Locate Speaker Wires

Identify the rear or front speaker wires in the vehicle’s factory wiring harness. Using a wiring
diagram specific to the vehicle model can be helpful to confirm the correct polarity and wire colors.

2. Prepare the Speaker Wires

Use wire strippers to expose a small section of the speaker wires. Attach wire taps or use solder and
heat shrink tubing to connect the LOC input wires without damaging the factory wiring.

3. Connect the Line Output Converter

Attach the LOC’s input wires to the corresponding speaker wires: positive to positive and negative to
negative. This ensures proper phase alignment and prevents audio issues such as phase
cancellation.

4. Run RCA Cables

Route the RCA cables from the LOC’s output to the amplifier location. Avoid running RCA cables
parallel to power cables to reduce interference and noise. Secure the cables using zip ties or clips.

5. Connect to Amplifier RCA Inputs

Plug the RCA connectors into the amplifier’s input jacks. Ensure the left and right channels are
correctly matched to preserve stereo sound.

6. Power Up and Test

After completing all connections, power on the audio system and check for proper sound output.
Adjust gain settings on the LOC or amplifier as needed to optimize audio quality without distortion.



Common Wiring Diagrams Explained

Understanding wiring diagrams is crucial for correctly installing a 2 channel line output converter.
These diagrams illustrate the connections between the head unit, LOC, amplifier, and speakers.

Basic 2 Channel LOC Wiring Diagram

This common diagram shows speaker wires leading from the factory head unit to the LOC inputs.
The LOC outputs RCA cables, which connect to the amplifier inputs. The amplifier then powers
aftermarket speakers or subwoofers.

Wiring Diagram with Factory Amplifier Integration

In some vehicles, the factory amplifier is retained. The LOC is wired before the factory amp’s input,
allowing additional amplifiers to be added without removing factory components. This setup requires
careful identification of signal paths and may vary by manufacturer.

Multi-LOC and Signal Summing Diagrams

When expanding beyond two channels or needing summed mono outputs for subwoofers, multiple
LOCs or specialized converters may be used. Wiring diagrams for these configurations help ensure
proper signal distribution and phase alignment.

Troubleshooting Wiring Issues

Proper diagnosis and correction of wiring problems are essential for a successful 2 channel line
output converter installation. Common issues include no sound, distortion, and noise interference.

No Sound or Intermittent Audio

Check all wire connections for secure attachment and correct polarity. Verify that the speaker wires
are correctly identified and that the LOC is receiving the speaker-level signal.

Distortion or Loud Noise

Distorted audio can result from improper gain settings on the LOC or amplifier. Adjust gain controls
gradually and ensure the LOC is matched to the speaker output levels. Electrical noise can be
reduced by rerouting RCA cables away from power wires.



Ground Loop Hum

A persistent hum or buzz often indicates grounding issues. Ensure that the LOC and amplifier share
a common ground point with the vehicle chassis. Using ground loop isolators or noise filters can also
mitigate hum problems.

Safety Tips and Best Practices

Following safety protocols during installation protects both the vehicle’s electrical system and the
audio equipment. It also ensures longevity and performance of the components involved.

Disconnect the Battery

Always disconnect the negative terminal of the vehicle battery before starting wiring work to
prevent short circuits and electrical shocks.

Use Proper Insulation

Protect all wire connections with electrical tape, heat shrink tubing, or insulated connectors to avoid
shorts and corrosion caused by moisture or vibration.

Follow Vehicle-Specific Guidelines

Consult the vehicle’s wiring schematic and manufacturer instructions to avoid interfering with
critical systems such as airbags or electronic controls.

Secure All Wiring

Use zip ties or clamps to fasten wiring harnesses neatly and prevent chafing or accidental
disconnection due to movement or heat.

Test Before Final Assembly

Check all audio functions and system operations before reassembling panels or securing components
permanently. This step saves time and effort in case adjustments are necessary.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a 2 channel line output converter wiring diagram?

A 2 channel line output converter wiring diagram is a schematic that shows how to connect a 2
channel line output converter (LOC) to a car's factory stereo system, allowing you to add an
aftermarket amplifier or speakers without replacing the head unit.

How do you wire a 2 channel line output converter to a car
stereo?

To wire a 2 channel LOC, connect the LOC's input wires to the speaker wires from the car stereo.
Then, connect the LOC's RCA output cables to the amplifier's input. Finally, connect the LOC's
ground and power wires as specified in the wiring diagram.

Can a 2 channel line output converter be used with a factory
head unit that has no RCA outputs?

Yes, a 2 channel LOC is designed to convert high-level speaker outputs from a factory head unit into
low-level RCA outputs, enabling connection to an aftermarket amplifier even if the head unit lacks
RCA outputs.

What colors are the wires on a typical 2 channel line output
converter wiring diagram?

Typically, the input wires correspond to the car speaker wires, often color-coded by vehicle (e.g.,
white/white-black for front left speakers, gray/gray-black for front right). The LOC outputs RCA
cables (red for right, white for left), plus ground and power wires, which vary by manufacturer.

Do I need to connect the remote turn-on wire when wiring a 2
channel LOC?

Yes, the remote turn-on wire from the LOC or head unit is usually connected to the amplifier's
remote turn-on input to signal the amp to power on when the stereo is turned on.

Is it necessary to use a 2 channel LOC wiring diagram for
installation?

Using a 2 channel LOC wiring diagram is highly recommended to ensure correct connections,
prevent damage to equipment, and achieve optimal audio performance when integrating aftermarket
components with a factory stereo.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Car Audio: Wiring and Installation Basics

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to car audio systems, including detailed explanations
of wiring diagrams for various components. It covers the basics of 2 channel line output converters

and how to integrate them into existing car stereo setups. Readers will find step-by-step guides and



troubleshooting tips to ensure proper installation.

2. The Complete Guide to Car Stereo Wiring

Focusing specifically on wiring techniques, this guide breaks down complex wiring diagrams into
easy-to-understand instructions. It includes sections dedicated to line output converters, amplifiers,
and speaker connections. The book is ideal for both beginners and experienced installers looking to
refine their skills.

3. Car Audio Wiring Made Simple

A practical manual designed to simplify the process of wiring car audio components, including line
output converters. It provides clear illustrations and wiring diagrams for 2 channel setups, helping
users avoid common mistakes. The book also covers tools and materials needed for a successful
installation.

4. Mastering Automotive Wiring Diagrams

This title delves into the interpretation and creation of automotive wiring diagrams, with a focus on
audio systems. It explains how 2 channel line output converters fit into the broader electrical system
of a vehicle. The book is a valuable resource for technicians and hobbyists interested in advanced
wiring concepts.

5. DIY Car Audio Installation: Step-by-Step Wiring

Perfect for do-it-yourself enthusiasts, this book walks readers through the entire process of installing
and wiring car audio components. It includes detailed diagrams and instructions for 2 channel line
output converter wiring. The author emphasizes safety and efficiency throughout the installation
process.

6. Advanced Car Audio Systems: Wiring and Configuration

This book targets advanced users who want to optimize their car audio setups. It offers in-depth
coverage of line output converters, including multi-channel configurations and custom wiring
solutions. Readers will gain insights into maximizing audio performance through precise wiring
techniques.

7. Automotive Sound Systems: Wiring and Troubleshooting

A practical guide to both wiring and diagnosing problems in car audio systems, this book covers
common issues related to line output converters. It features wiring diagrams for 2 channel outputs
and explains how to test and fix wiring faults. The book is useful for installers and repair technicians
alike.

8. Car Audio Wiring Diagrams and Installation Techniques

This resource provides a collection of wiring diagrams, including those for 2 channel line output
converters, to aid in installation and upgrades. It discusses various wiring methods and the pros and
cons of each approach. The book helps readers understand how to tailor wiring to their specific
audio goals.

9. Fundamentals of Vehicle Audio Wiring

A foundational text that introduces the electrical principles behind vehicle audio wiring, including
line output converters. It explains how to read and interpret wiring diagrams and highlights best
practices for wiring 2 channel outputs. This book is well-suited for newcomers seeking a solid
grounding in car audio wiring.
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