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20 questions protestants cant answer scholastic answers present a significant
challenge for those seeking a deeper understanding of Christian theology from
a scholastic perspective. These questions often arise in discussions about
doctrinal differences, biblical interpretation, and historical traditions
that distinguish Protestant beliefs from other Christian denominations.
Addressing these questions with scholastic answers requires rigorous
theological scholarship, careful exegesis, and an awareness of historical
context. This article explores twenty critical questions that are frequently
posed to Protestants, highlighting areas where traditional Protestant
responses may fall short when measured against scholastic standards. Through
detailed analysis and reasoned argumentation, this article aims to shed light
on these complex theological issues and encourage a more nuanced appreciation
of Christian doctrinal diversity. Below is a comprehensive outline of the
topics covered.

e Scriptural Authority and Tradition
e The Role of the Magisterium

e Justification and Sanctification

e The Sacraments and Their Efficacy

e Church Unity and Authority

Scriptural Authority and Tradition

The question of scriptural authority versus tradition is central to many
theological debates between Protestants and other Christian traditions.
Protestantism typically emphasizes sola scriptura, the principle that
Scripture alone is the ultimate authority in matters of faith and morals.
However, scholastic theology raises complex questions about the role of
Sacred Tradition alongside Sacred Scripture.

The Basis of Sola Scriptura

Protestants assert that the Bible contains all necessary teachings for
salvation and Christian living. This principle emerged during the Reformation
as a response to perceived abuses in Church tradition. Scholastic critique
guestions whether sola scriptura sufficiently accounts for the early Church's



reliance on apostolic tradition and the interpretive authority exercised by
the Church Fathers and councils.

Tradition as a Complement to Scripture

Scholastic theology argues that Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture form
one sacred deposit of faith. This view posits that the interpretation of
Scripture cannot be divorced from the living tradition of the Church, which
preserves doctrinal integrity. This raises the question of how Protestants
address traditions not explicitly detailed in Scripture but universally
accepted throughout Christian history.

The Role of the Magisterium

The Magisterium, or teaching authority of the Church, is another point of
contention. While Catholic and Orthodox traditions uphold the Magisterium as
the authentic interpreter of Scripture and Tradition, Protestants often
reject centralized ecclesiastical authority.

Authority to Interpret Scripture

Protestants emphasize the priesthood of all believers, asserting that every
Christian has the right and ability to interpret Scripture. Scholastic

answers question whether this decentralized approach can maintain doctrinal
unity and prevent divergent interpretations that challenge orthodox beliefs.

Historical Development of the Magisterium

Scholars note that the Magisterium evolved to safeguard apostolic teaching
against heresy and to provide authoritative interpretations. The absence of a
comparable institution in Protestantism invites the question of how doctrinal
errors are identified and corrected within Protestant communities.

Justification and Sanctification

Justification by faith alone (sola fide) is a cornerstone of Protestant
theology, yet scholastic theology explores the intricate relationship between
justification and sanctification in depth.

Faith Alone Versus Faith and Works

Protestants maintain that faith alone justifies the believer before God.
However, scholastic theology emphasizes that justification involves both the



initial grace of faith and an ongoing process of sanctification involving
works. This raises questions about the Protestant understanding of the role
of good works in the Christian life.

The Nature of Grace and Merit

Scholastic authors discuss the nature of grace as both unmerited favor and a
transformative power that enables the believer’s cooperation with God.
Protestant theology’s treatment of merit and cooperative grace is often
challenged as insufficiently nuanced in scholastic discourse.

The Sacraments and Their Efficacy

Sacramental theology is another area where scholastic answers highlight
challenges for Protestant doctrine. The number, nature, and efficacy of
sacraments differ markedly between Protestant and Catholic or Orthodox
traditions.

Number and Nature of Sacraments

Most Protestant denominations recognize only two sacraments—Baptism and the
Lord’'s Supper—while scholastic theology defends the traditional seven
sacraments. This discrepancy prompts questions about the theological basis
for the reduction and the implications for Christian life and salvation.

Effectiveness of the Sacraments

Scholastic theology asserts that sacraments confer grace ex opere operato (by
the very act performed). Protestant views, often emphasizing symbolic or
memorialist understandings, are challenged to explain how grace is mediated
through sacraments without an authoritative priesthood and sacramental
system.

Church Unity and Authority

The issue of Church unity and ecclesiastical authority remains a critical
question for Protestantism, especially given the denominational fragmentation
present today.

The Visible Church and Its Marks

Scholastic answers emphasize the visible Church’s unity, holiness,
catholicity, and apostolicity as marks that must be preserved.



Protestantism’s multiple denominations raise questions about how these marks
are maintained and what constitutes true Church unity.

Authority and Succession

The apostolic succession of bishops is a central principle in Catholic and
Orthodox ecclesiology. Scholastic theology asks how Protestant communities
maintain apostolic continuity and authority in the absence of an episcopal
hierarchy.

1. How can sola scriptura address non-explicit biblical teachings?

2. What is the role of Church Tradition in interpreting Scripture?

3. Who holds the authority to interpret Scripture definitively?

4. How is doctrinal unity maintained without a Magisterium?

5. What is the relationship between faith and works in justification?

6. How does sanctification relate to justification?

7. What is the nature of grace and human merit?

8. Why do Protestants recognize only two sacraments?

9. How is grace conferred through sacraments?
10. What constitutes the visible Church?
11. How is Church unity preserved amid denominationalism?
12. What is the importance of apostolic succession?
13. How do Protestants address the absence of episcopal hierarchy?
14. What is the theological basis for the number of sacraments?
15. How does the priesthood of all believers affect sacramental theology?
16. What role does ecclesiastical authority play in safequarding doctrine?
17. How is biblical interpretation safeguarded against error?
18. How do Protestant doctrines align with early Church teachings?
19. What are the implications of differing views on justification?

20. How do these questions challenge Protestant theological frameworks?



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main criticism of Protestant beliefs in
'20 Questions Protestants Can't Answer' scholastic
answers?

The main criticism is that certain Protestant doctrines lack thorough
scriptural or historical support when examined through rigorous scholastic
methods, leading to challenging questions that are difficult to answer
satisfactorily.

Do the '20 Questions Protestants Can't Answer'
address differences in biblical interpretation?

Yes, many questions focus on the differences in biblical interpretation
between Protestantism and other Christian traditions, highlighting areas
where Protestant interpretations may be inconsistent or inadequately
justified.

How do scholastic answers approach the issue of sola
scriptura in Protestantism?

Scholastic answers often critique sola scriptura by arguing that the Bible
alone as a rule of faith is problematic because it relies on subjective
interpretation, lacks an authoritative teaching office, and ignores
historical tradition.

Are the '20 Questions Protestants Can't Answer'
based on historical or theological grounds?

They are based on both historical and theological grounds, aiming to expose
perceived weaknesses in Protestant doctrines by examining early Church
history, patristic writings, and theological consistency.

How do Protestant scholars typically respond to
these challenging questions?

Protestant scholars often respond by emphasizing the clarity of Scripture,
the priesthood of all believers, and the sufficiency of Scripture for faith
and practice, while sometimes disputing the assumptions behind the questions.



Is the concept of apostolic succession questioned in
the '20 Questions Protestants Can't Answer'?

Yes, apostolic succession is frequently questioned, with scholastic answers
arguing that Protestantism lacks a continuous and authoritative apostolic
lineage, which they claim undermines ecclesiastical authority.

Do these questions address the Protestant view on
the sacraments?

Yes, several questions critique Protestant views on sacraments such as
baptism and the Eucharist, challenging the theological rationale and
scriptural basis behind their understanding and practice.

What role does tradition play in the scholastic
critique of Protestantism?

Tradition is emphasized as an essential component of Christian faith and
doctrine in scholastic critiques, arguing that Protestantism's rejection or
minimization of tradition leads to theological errors or inconsistencies.

Are these '20 Questions' intended to provoke
dialogue or to refute Protestantism?

While they can provoke dialogue, the primary intent of the '20 Questions
Protestants Can't Answer' is often apologetic, aiming to refute Protestant
doctrines by presenting difficult questions that purportedly lack
satisfactory answers from a Protestant perspective.

Additional Resources

1. 20 Questions Protestants Can’t Answer: Scholarly Responses to Common
Challenges

This book provides thoughtful and well-researched answers to twenty
frequently posed questions that challenge Protestant beliefs. It aims to
equip readers with scholarly insights and scriptural evidence to engage in
meaningful theological discussions. The author addresses complex doctrines
with clarity and respect for differing viewpoints.

2. Unanswered Questions: Addressing Protestant Doubts with Scholarly Rigor
Focusing on the toughest questions Protestants often face, this volume offers
comprehensive answers grounded in historical theology and biblical
scholarship. It encourages readers to explore their faith more deeply and
confront doubts with reason and faith combined. The book balances academic
depth with accessibility for lay readers.

3. The Protestant Puzzle: 20 Difficult Questions and Their Scholarly Answers



This work delves into twenty theological and doctrinal questions that
frequently puzzle Protestant believers. Each question is examined through
scholarly research, providing nuanced answers that reflect the diversity
within Protestant thought. The book aims to foster understanding and dialogue
among different Christian traditions.

4. Challenging Protestantism: Scholastic Answers to Twenty Key Questions
Targeting some of the most debated issues in Protestantism, this book offers
carefully crafted responses based on scripture, tradition, and reason. It
serves as a resource for pastors, students, and laypeople seeking to
strengthen their faith and respond thoughtfully to criticism. The author
integrates historical context to clarify misunderstandings.

5. Faith Under Fire: 20 Scholarly Answers to Protestant Challenges

This book addresses common objections and difficult questions faced by
Protestants, providing scholarly answers that uphold orthodox Christian
beliefs. The author draws from various theological disciplines to present
well-rounded and convincing responses. It is ideal for those preparing for
apologetics or personal spiritual growth.

6. Protestant Questions, Scholastic Answers: Navigating Doctrinal Challenges
Aimed at helping Protestants navigate complex doctrinal questions, this book
combines academic scholarship with pastoral sensitivity. It covers twenty
questions that often cause confusion or debate within Protestant communities.
Readers will find clear explanations and biblical support for key Protestant
convictions.

7. Twenty Tough Questions Protestants Struggle To Answer

This book highlights twenty challenging questions that often leave
Protestants uncertain or hesitant. The author offers thoughtful and scholarly
responses that encourage reflection and deeper understanding of Protestant
theology. It is a valuable tool for anyone interested in Christian
apologetics and doctrinal clarity.

8. Scholastic Insights into Protestant Challenges: 20 Questions Explored
Providing a scholarly perspective, this book explores twenty questions that
challenge Protestant beliefs and practices. The responses are rooted in
biblical exegesis and historical theology, aiming to clarify misconceptions
and strengthen faith. It is suitable for scholars, clergy, and lay readers
seeking intellectual engagement with their faith.

9. Answering the Unanswerable: Scholarly Responses to Protestant Doubts
This volume tackles twenty difficult questions that Protestants often find
hard to answer, offering scholarly and scriptural insights. The author
encourages a thoughtful and informed approach to faith, helping readers
confront doubts with confidence. The book is designed to support both
personal study and group discussion.
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