1.05 quiz analyze a speaker's argument

1.05 quiz analyze a speaker's argument is an essential skill that helps individuals
critically evaluate spoken content and understand the effectiveness of communication.
This article will explore the fundamental aspects of analyzing a speaker’s argument,
providing a detailed guide to identifying key components such as claims, evidence,
reasoning, and rhetorical strategies. Mastery of this skill is crucial for academic success,
professional development, and informed decision-making. The process involves
recognizing the speaker’s main points, assessing the validity of their evidence, and
discerning the overall persuasive impact of the argument. By understanding how to
dissect and evaluate arguments, one can improve critical thinking and refine
communication skills. This article will also review common pitfalls in argument analysis
and offer practical tips for excelling in quizzes or assessments related to this topic.

Understanding the Basics of Argument Analysis

Identifying the Speaker’s Claims and Evidence

Evaluating Reasoning and Logical Fallacies

e Recognizing Rhetorical Strategies and Persuasive Techniques

Practical Tips for Taking the 1.05 Quiz Analyze a Speaker's Argument

Understanding the Basics of Argument Analysis

Analyzing a speaker’s argument involves breaking down the spoken content into its
fundamental components to assess its effectiveness and credibility. This skill requires
attention to detail and an ability to distinguish between facts, opinions, and inferences. At
its core, an argument consists of a claim or thesis that the speaker wants the audience to
accept, supported by evidence and reasoning. Understanding this basic framework is the
first step in mastering the 1.05 quiz analyze a speaker's argument.

What Constitutes an Argument?

An argument is a set of statements where one or more premises support a conclusion. In
spoken discourse, the speaker makes assertions (claims) and provides justification through
data, examples, statistics, or expert testimony. Recognizing these elements allows the
listener to critically evaluate the strength of the argument presented.

Importance of Context

Context plays a vital role in analyzing arguments. It includes the speaker’s purpose,



audience, occasion, and background information. Understanding the context helps in
interpreting the argument correctly and identifying potential biases or assumptions that
may influence the speaker’s position.

Identifying the Speaker’s Claims and Evidence

One of the primary tasks in analyzing a speaker’s argument is to accurately identify the
claims made and the evidence provided. Claims are the main points or assertions the
speaker wants the audience to accept. Evidence is the supporting material that
substantiates these claims.

Types of Claims

Claims can be categorized into fact, value, or policy claims:

e Fact Claims: Assert that something is true or false based on evidence.
e Value Claims: Express judgments about the worth or morality of something.

¢ Policy Claims: Recommend specific courses of action or changes in behavior.

Forms of Evidence

Effective arguments rely on credible evidence. Common types include:

e Statistical Data: Numerical information supporting the claim.
e Examples: Specific instances illustrating the point.
e Expert Testimony: Opinions or findings from authoritative sources.

¢ Analogies: Comparisons that clarify or support the argument.

Evaluating Reasoning and Logical Fallacies

Evaluating the reasoning behind a speaker’s argument is crucial for understanding its
validity. Reasoning connects evidence to the claim, demonstrating why the evidence
supports the conclusion. However, faulty reasoning or logical fallacies can undermine the
argument’s credibility.



Types of Reasoning

Common forms of reasoning include inductive and deductive reasoning. Inductive
reasoning draws general conclusions from specific examples, while deductive reasoning
applies general principles to specific cases. Both must be logically sound to support the
speaker’s argument effectively.

Common Logical Fallacies

Logical fallacies weaken arguments by introducing errors in reasoning. Frequently
encountered fallacies include:

e Ad Hominem: Attacking the speaker instead of the argument.

e Straw Man: Misrepresenting the opposing argument to make it easier to attack.
e False Dilemma: Presenting only two options when more exist.

e Hasty Generalization: Drawing conclusions from insufficient evidence.

e Appeal to Emotion: Manipulating emotions rather than using logical evidence.

Recognizing Rhetorical Strategies and Persuasive
Techniques

Beyond logical structure, speakers often use rhetorical strategies and persuasive
techniques to strengthen their arguments and appeal to their audience. Understanding
these can enhance the analysis of how effectively an argument persuades.

Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

These three modes of persuasion are foundational in rhetorical analysis:

e Ethos: Appeals to the speaker’s credibility and character.
e Pathos: Appeals to the audience’s emotions.

e Logos: Appeals to logic and reason.



Other Persuasive Techniques

Speakers may also use repetition, rhetorical questions, analogies, and vivid language to
engage the audience and reinforce their points. Identifying these techniques helps in
understanding the persuasive impact beyond factual content.

Practical Tips for Taking the 1.05 Quiz Analyze a
Speaker's Argument

Success in the 1.05 quiz analyze a speaker's argument depends on preparation and
strategic approach. Familiarity with the components of argument analysis and practiced
application will improve performance.

Active Listening and Note-Taking

During the quiz or practice sessions, listen carefully for the speaker’s main claims and
supporting evidence. Taking structured notes helps in organizing thoughts and recalling
key information for analysis.

Focus on Key Elements
Prioritize identifying:
1. The main claim or thesis.
2. Types of evidence used.
3. The reasoning linking evidence to claims.
4. Any logical fallacies or weaknesses.

5. Rhetorical strategies employed.

Practice Critical Thinking

Evaluate each argument on its merits, questioning assumptions and considering
alternative perspectives. This approach builds analytical skills essential for excelling in
quizzes and real-world situations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary goal when analyzing a speaker's
argument in a quiz context?

The primary goal is to evaluate the effectiveness of the speaker's reasoning, evidence, and
persuasive techniques to determine how well they support their claim.

Which key elements should you identify when analyzing
a speaker's argument?

You should identify the speaker's main claim, supporting evidence, reasoning, and any
rhetorical devices used to persuade the audience.

How can you determine if a speaker's argument is
logical and sound?

By examining whether the evidence provided is relevant and sufficient, the reasoning is
valid, and there are no logical fallacies present in the argument.

What role does understanding the speaker's purpose
play in analyzing their argument?

Understanding the speaker's purpose helps you assess whether the argument is tailored
effectively to achieve its intended impact on the audience.

Why is it important to consider the audience when
analyzing a speaker's argument?

Because the argument’s effectiveness often depends on how well it resonates with or
persuades the intended audience, considering their values, beliefs, and expectations.

What are some common logical fallacies to watch for
when analyzing a speaker's argument?

Common fallacies include ad hominem attacks, straw man arguments, false dilemmas,
slippery slope, hasty generalizations, and appeals to emotion without evidence.

How can analyzing the speaker's tone and delivery
enhance your understanding of their argument?

Tone and delivery can influence the argument's persuasiveness by affecting the audience's
emotional response and perception of the speaker's credibility.



What strategies can you use to critically evaluate a
speaker’s argument during a quiz?

Strategies include identifying claims and evidence, checking for logical consistency,
recognizing biases or fallacies, considering alternative viewpoints, and reflecting on the
argument's overall effectiveness.

Additional Resources

1. Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us
About the Art of Persuasion

This book by Jay Heinrichs explores the fundamentals of rhetoric and argumentation
through engaging examples from history, politics, and popular culture. It teaches readers
how to analyze and construct persuasive arguments effectively. The book emphasizes
understanding a speaker's techniques and intentions, making it a valuable resource for
analyzing arguments critically.

2. They Say /I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing

Authors Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates and strategies for engaging
with others' arguments in writing and speech. This guide helps readers recognize the
structure of arguments and respond thoughtfully, enhancing analytical skills. It is
particularly useful for dissecting a speaker's claims and reasoning in quizzes or
discussions.

3. Critical Thinking: A Student's Introduction

This book by Gregory Bassham and colleagues introduces the principles of critical
thinking, including how to analyze arguments and evaluate evidence. It offers practical
tools for identifying assumptions, logical fallacies, and rhetorical strategies used by
speakers. Readers learn to approach arguments systematically for better comprehension
and critique.

4. Analyzing Political Speeches: Rhetoric, Discourse and Metaphor

Edited by Steve Esler, this collection examines how political speakers craft their messages
to persuade audiences. It provides frameworks for analyzing argument structure, use of
language, and emotional appeals. The book is ideal for understanding the nuances of
speaker intent and argument effectiveness in real-world contexts.

5. The Art of Deception: An Introduction to Critical Thinking

Nicholas Capaldi's book delves into common pitfalls in reasoning and how speakers can
manipulate arguments. It teaches readers to detect deceptive tactics and assess the
validity of claims critically. This resource is helpful for quizzes focused on analyzing the
integrity and soundness of a speaker's argument.

6. Rhetorical Analysis: A Brief Guide for Writers

This concise guide by Brandon K. Wright focuses on how to break down and interpret the

components of rhetorical arguments. It covers ethos, pathos, and logos, equipping readers
to analyze a speaker's persuasive strategies. The book is practical for students needing to
evaluate arguments quickly and effectively.



7. Logic and Contemporary Rhetoric: The Use of Reason in Everyday Life

By Nancy Cavender and Howard Kahane, this book bridges formal logic and everyday
argumentation. It teaches readers to identify logical fallacies and sound reasoning in
speeches and debates. The text is useful for deepening understanding of how speakers
construct and support their arguments.

8. Persuasive Communication

Authored by James B. Stiff and Paul A. Mongeau, this book explores the psychological
principles behind persuasion and argument. It explains how speakers influence audiences
and how to critically analyze these methods. The book supports learners in recognizing
both overt and subtle elements in persuasive speaking.

9. How to Read a Book: The Classic Guide to Intelligent Reading

Mortimer J. Adler’s classic work guides readers through different levels of reading
comprehension, including analytical reading. It encourages questioning and dissecting
arguments to grasp the author's or speaker’s main points fully. This approach is invaluable
for quizzes requiring detailed argument analysis.
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strengthen their test-taking skills. The activities in each book not only feature essential practice in
reading, math, and language arts test areas, but also prepare students to take standardized tests.
Students learn how to follow directions, understand different test formats, use effective strategies to
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avoid common mistakes, and budget their time wisely. Step-by-step solutions in the answer key are
included. These comprehensive workbooks are an excellent resource for developing skills for
assessment success. Spectrum, the best-selling workbook series, is proud to provide quality
educational materials that support your studentsO learning achievement and success.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: 180 Practice Drills for the LSAT: Over 5,000
Questions to Build Essential LSAT Skills Kaplan Test Prep, 2023-06 180 Practice Drills for the LSAT
includes over 5,000 questions to help you practice the skills you need to improve your score. Every
LSAT question tests skills in combination. When you get a question wrong, how do you pinpoint
which of those skills was lacking in your performance? This LSAT prep book takes the guesswork out
of that analysis by testing each skill individually. Whether you're at the beginning of your LSAT
preparation or you're a seasoned LSAT veteran, the skills that are tested here are the building
blocks of score movement. In addition to thousands of questions across 180 drills, the book also
includes: Cheat Sheets of the must-knows for every question and game type Comprehensive review
guides to build fundamental skills in Logical Reasoning, Reading Comprehension, and Logic Games
A crash course in our lexicon and approach for students who have prepped differently Planning
resources to get the most out of your PrepTests

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: GMAT with Online Test Barron's Educational
Series, Bobby Umar, Carl S. Pyrdum, 2017-01-01 Barron’s GMAT is designed to give you the best
balance in both the depth of content and breadth of strategies. Written by two of North America's
leading GMAT experts and award-winning instructors, this edition gives you the confidence to tackle
every GMAT problem. You will know what to expect, what theory each question tests, what
strategies you have in your arsenal and the step-by-step processes to get the correct answer quickly
and efficiently. This book provides a comprehensive review of all four content areas on the GMAT.
Most importantly, it offers solid strategies for managing the particular challenges presented by this
high-stakes, computer adaptive exam. For each of the GMAT sections (Verbal, Quantitative,
Integrated Reasoning, and the Analytical Writing Assessment), Barron’s GMAT provides: One
full-length online practice test Diagnostic Skills Tests—initial quizzes that accurately and quickly
assess strengths and weaknesses within a topic area Targeted Review Questions—additional
questions for the frequent problem subject areas (probability, parallelism, data sufficiency) allowing
test-takers to focus on their specific needs Strategic Step-by-Step Methods—approaches to each
question type field tested by the authors on a wide range of test-takers with differing abilities and
goals Full-Range Content—questions, strategies, and tips for all test-takers, whether they are aiming
for a 70th or 95th percentile score, studying while undergrads or after years in the business world
Barron’s GMAT includes more strategies, theory, and methodologies than any other stand-alone
GMAT book on the market! All questions come with answers and explanations.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Designing Experiments and Analyzing Data
Scott E. Maxwell, Harold D. Delaney, 2004 CD-ROM contains: SPSS and SAS data sets fpr ,amu pf
tje text exercoses as we;; as titorials reviewing basic statistics and simple and multiple regression.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Pass Key to the GMAT Barron's Educational
Series, Bobby Umar, Carl S. Pyrdum, 2017-01-15 This all-new test preparation guide is a shorter
version of the brand-new Barron’s GMAT manual. Pass Key to the GMAT gives an overview and
explanation of all four GMAT test sections, including Analytical Writing Assessment; Integrated
Reasoning; Quantitative; and Verbal. It also offers intensive practice and review in all four test
areas, presenting many test-like questions designed to help students assess their strengths and
weaknesses. All questions come with answers and explanations. Reflecting the most recent changes
in the GMAT format, this book gives special emphasis to practice and review for the Integrated
Reasoning section, and includes questions that are similar to the ones on the actual GMAT.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Practice Skills for MUET (Malaysian University
English Test) Cheu Kui Low, 2008

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Political Discourse Analysis Isabela Fairclough,
Norman Fairclough, 2013-06-17 In this accessible new textbook, Isabela and Norman Fairclough



present their innovative approach to analysing political discourse. Political Discourse Analysis
integrates analysis of arguments into critical discourse analysis and political discourse analysis. The
book is grounded in a view of politics in which deliberation, decision and action are crucial concepts:
politics is about arriving cooperatively at decisions about what to do in the context of disagreement,
conflict of interests and values, power inequalities, uncertainty and risk. The first half of the book
introduces the authors’ new approach to the analysis and evaluation of practical arguments, while
the second half explores how it can be applied by looking at examples such as government reports,
parliamentary debates, political speeches and online discussion forums on political issues. Through
the analysis of current events, including a particular focus on the economic crisis and political
responses to it, the authors provide a systematic and rigorous analytical framework that can be
adopted and used for students’ own research. This exciting new text, co-written by bestselling
author Norman Fairclough, is essential reading for researchers, upper undergraduate and
postgraduate students of discourse analysis, within English language, linguistics, communication
studies, politics and other social sciences.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Teaching and Researching Speaking Rebecca
Hughes, Beatrice Szczepek Reed, 2016-12-19 Teaching and Researching Speaking provides an
overview of the main approaches to researching spoken language and their practical application to
teaching, classroom materials, and assessment. The history and current practices of teaching and
researching speaking are presented through the lens of bigger theoretical issues about the object of
study in linguistics, social attitudes to the spoken form, and the relationships between spoken and
written language. A unique feature of the book is the way it clearly explains the nature of speaking
and how it is researched and puts it into the context of a readable and holistic overview of language
theory. This new edition is fully updated and revised to reflect the latest developments on classroom
materials and oral assessment, as well as innovations in conversation analysis. The resources section
is brought up-to-date with new media and currently available networks, online corpora, and mobile
applications. This is a key resource for applied linguistics students, English language teachers,
teacher trainers, and novice researchers.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: MCAT Critical Analysis and Reasoning Skills Review
2021-2022 Kaplan Test Prep, 2020-07-07 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for
MCAT Critical Analysis and Reasoning Skills Review 2022-2023, ISBN 9781506276717, on sale July
06, 2021. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the
publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitles included with the product.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Cracking the AP English Language & Composition
Exam 2020, Premium Edition The Princeton Review, 2020-01-28 Make sure you're studying with the
most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, Princeton Review AP
English Language & Composition Premium Prep, 2021 (ISBN: 9780525569510, on-sale August
2020). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the
publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included
with the original product.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: MCAT Critical Analysis and Reasoning Skills
Review 2023-2024 Kaplan Test Prep, 2022-07-05 Kaplan's MCAT Critical Analysis and Reasoning
Skills Review 2023-2024 offers an expert study plan, detailed subject review, and hundreds of online
and in-book practice questions--all authored by the experts behind the MCAT prep course that has
helped more people get into medical school than all other major courses combined. Prepping for the
MCAT is a true challenge. Kaplan can be your partner along the way--offering guidance on where to
focus your efforts and how to organize your review. This book has been updated to match the
AAMC's guidelines precisely--no more worrying about whether your MCAT review is comprehensive!
The Most Practice More than 100 questions in the book and access to even more online--more
practice than any other MCAT CARS book on the market. The Best Practice Comprehensive CARS
subject review is written by top-rated, award-winning Kaplan instructors. All material is vetted by
editors with advanced science degrees and by a medical doctor. Online resources, including a




full-length practice test, help you practice in the same computer-based format you'll see on Test Day.
Expert Guidance We know the test: The Kaplan MCAT team has spent years studying every
MCAT-related document available. Kaplan's expert psychometricians ensure our practice questions
and study materials are true to the test.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Biased questions : Experimental results and
theoretical modelling Tue Trinh, Anton Benz, Daniel Goodhue, Kazuko Yatsushiro, Manfred Krifka,
2025-09-24 Asking a question means, essentially, presenting the hearer with a set of propositions
with the request that she choose from it those that are true. It is a well-known fact about natural
language that questions can be biased: the propositions presented are not all equal, so to speak. For
example, the speaker's belief, or contextual evidence, might favor some against others. The formal
means employed by grammar to express such biases have been of interest to linguists for a long
time, and the investigation is still on-going. The contributions in this volume all pertain to biased
questions. They grew out of talks presented at the workshop Biased Questions: Experimental Results
and Theoretical Modelling, which took place at the Leibniz-Zentrum Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft
as part of the ERC project Speech Acts in Grammar and Discourse (SPAGAD). The papers are
written by mostly senior researchers of different expertise who have previously published on the
same topic, and explore this fascinating linguistic phenomenon from a variety of theoretical angles:
pragmatics, semantics, syntax, phonology, psychology, and acquisition. The languages under
discussion include Chinese, English, Hungarian, Russian, Turkish, and Vietnamese. The collection
provides the reader with a rich set of data and several open issues for future research.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: The Notion of the Native Speaker Put to the Test:
Recent Research Advances Pedro Guijarro-Fuentes, Cristina Suarez-Gomez, Mila Vulchanova,
Antonella Sorace, Valentin Vulchanov, 2022-04-21

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Computer Supported Collaborative Learning
2005 Timothy Koschmann, 2017-10-03 The Computer Supported Collaborative Learning (CSCL)
conference has become an internationally-recognized forum for the exchange of research findings
related to learning in the context of collaborative activity and the exploration of how such learning
might be augmented through technology. This text is the proceedings from CSCL 2005 held in
Taipei, Taiwan. This conference marked the 10th anniversary of the first CSCL Conference held at
Indiana University in 1995. Subsequent meetings have been held at the University of Toronto,
Stanford University, University of Maastricht (Netherlands), University of Colorado at Boulder, and
the University of Bergen (Norway).Just as the first CSCL conference was instrumental in shaping the
trajectory of the field in its first decade, the conference in Taipei will play an important role in
consolidating an increasingly international and interdisciplinary community and defining the
direction of the field for the next 10 years. This volume, and the papers from which it is comprised,
will be an important resource for those active in this area of research and for others interested in
fostering learning in settings of collaboration.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: LSAT Logical Reasoning Prep: Complete Strategies
and Tactics for Success on the LSAT Logical Reasoning Sections Kaplan Test Prep, 2024-12-03
Kaplan's LSAT Logical Reasoning Prep is the single, most up-to-date resource you need to
confidently answer logical reasoning questions on the LSAT, especially now that the logical
reasoning sections are worth up to two-thirds of your entire score. The Law School Admissions Test,
also known as the LSAT, underwent a dramatic test change in 2024. Inside this book are the insights
of decades of LSAT expertise. Our world-leading faculty have used our decades of data to create
in-depth strategies and tactics that catapult students to logical reasoning success. This
comprehensive tool grants you access to the following resources. Fully compatible with the LSAT
test maker's digital practice tool Official LSAT practice questions and practice exam A personal
analysis of your strengths and weaknesses based on your official tests Expert strategies for every
question type in the LR sections. Trips to improve timing and section management Dozens of
skill-building drills and exercises Exclusive video strategy lessons and workshops from Kaplan’s
LSAT top-rated faculty. Up-to-date for the Digital LSAT exam In-depth test-taking strategies to help



you score higher We are so certain that LSAT Logical Reasoning Prep offers all the knowledge you
need to excel in the logical reasoning section of the LSAT that we guarantee it: After studying with
the online resources and book, you'll score higher on the LSAT—or you'll get your money back. The
Best Review Kaplan’s LSAT experts share practical tips for using LSAC’s popular digital practice tool
and the most widely used free online resources. Study plans will help you make the most of your
practice time, regardless of how much time that is. Our exclusive data-driven learning strategies
help you focus on what you need to study. In the online resources, an official full-length exam from
LSAC, the LSAT testmaker, will help you feel comfortable with the exam format and avoid surprises
on Test Day. Hundreds of real LSAT questions with detailed explanations Interactive online
instructor-led workshops for expert review Online test analytics that analyzes your performance by
section and question type Expert Guidance LSAT Logical Reasoning Prep includes access to lessons
from Kaplan's award-winning LSAT Channel, which features one of its top LSAT teachers. We know
the test: Kaplan's expert LSAT faculty teach the world's most popular LSAT course, and more people
get into law school with a Kaplan LSAT course than all other major test prep companies combined.
Kaplan's experts ensure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test. We invented
test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years. Our proven strategies
have helped legions of students achieve their dreams. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from
3rd party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any
online entities included with the product.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Linguistic Analysis, 1977 A research journal
devoted to the publication of high quality articles in formal syntax, semantics and phonology.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Statistical Methods for Communication Science
Andrew F. Hayes, 2020-10-14 Statistical Methods for Communication Science is the only statistical
methods volume currently available that focuses exclusively on statistics in communication research.
Writing in a straightforward, personal style, author Andrew F. Hayes offers this accessible and
thorough introduction to statistical methods, starting with the fundamentals of measurement and
moving on to discuss such key topics as sampling procedures, probability, reliability, hypothesis
testing, simple correlation and regression, and analyses of variance and covariance. Hayes takes
readers through each topic with clear explanations and illustrations. He provides a multitude of
examples, all set in the context of communication research, thus engaging readers directly and
helping them to see the relevance and importance of statistics to the field of communication.
Highlights of this text include: *thorough and balanced coverage of topics; *integration of classical
methods with modern resampling approaches to inference; *consideration of practical, real world
issues; *numerous examples and applications, all drawn from communication research; *up-to-date
information, with examples justifying use of various techniques; and *downloadable resources with
macros, data sets, figures, and additional materials. This unique book can be used as a stand-alone
classroom text, a supplement to traditional research methods texts, or a useful reference manual. It
will be invaluable to students, faculty, researchers, and practitioners in communication, and it will
serve to advance the understanding and use of statistical methods throughout the discipline.

1 05 quiz analyze a speaker s argument: Argumentation Schemes for Presumptive Reasoning
Douglas Walton, 2013-11-05 Recent concerns with the evaluation of argumentation in informal logic
and speech communication center around nondemonstrative arguments that lead to tentative or
defeasible conclusions based on a balance of considerations. Such arguments do not appear to have
structures of the kind traditionally identified with deductive and inductive reasoning, but are
extremely common and are often called plausible or presumptive, meaning that they are only
provisionally acceptable even when they are correct. How is one to judge, by some clearly defined
standard, whether such arguments are correct or not in a given instance? The answer lies in what
are called argumentation schemes -- forms of argument (structures of inference) that enable one to
identify and evaluate common types of argumentation in everyday discourse. This book identifies 25
argumentation schemes for presumptive reasoning and matches a set of critical questions to each.
These two elements -- the scheme and the questions -- are then used to evaluate a given argument in



a particular case in relation to a context of dialogue in which the argument occurred. In recent
writings on argumentation, there is a good deal of stress placed on how important argumentation
schemes are in any attempt to evaluate common arguments in everyday reasoning as correct or
fallacious, acceptable or questionable. However, the problem is that the literature thus far has not
produced a precise and user-friendly enough analysis of the structures of the argumentation
schemes themselves, nor have any of the documented accounts been as helpful, accessible, or
systematic as they could be, especially in relation to presumptive reasoning. This book solves the
problem by presenting the most common presumptive schemes in an orderly and clear way that
makes them explicit and useful as precisely defined structures. As such, it will be an indispensable
tool for researchers, students, and teachers in the areas of critical thinking, argumentation, speech
communication, informal logic, and discourse analysis.
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