
0 1 knapsack problem leetcode
0 1 knapsack problem leetcode is a classic algorithmic challenge frequently
encountered in coding interviews and competitive programming. It involves
selecting items with given weights and values to maximize total value without
exceeding a specified weight capacity. The problem is fundamental in the
study of dynamic programming and optimization techniques. On LeetCode, this
problem tests a programmer’s ability to implement efficient solutions under
constraints. Understanding the 0 1 knapsack problem LeetCode variant helps
develop skills in recursion, memoization, and bottom-up dynamic programming.
This article explores the problem’s definition, common approaches, and tips
for solving it effectively on LeetCode. The following sections provide a
detailed guide to mastering this essential algorithmic problem.

Understanding the 0 1 Knapsack Problem

Approaches to Solve the 0 1 Knapsack Problem on LeetCode

Dynamic Programming Techniques

Optimizations and Best Practices

Common Variations and Related Problems

Understanding the 0 1 Knapsack Problem
The 0 1 knapsack problem is a combinatorial optimization problem where the
goal is to maximize the total value of items selected without exceeding the
knapsack’s weight capacity. Each item can either be included (1) or excluded
(0), hence the name “0 1”. Unlike the fractional knapsack problem, partial
inclusion of items is not allowed. The problem is often formulated as
follows:

Given a list of items, each with a weight and a value.

A knapsack with a maximum weight capacity.

Select items to maximize total value without the combined weight
exceeding capacity.

This problem is NP-complete, meaning no known polynomial-time algorithm
exists for all instances. However, dynamic programming provides an efficient
pseudo-polynomial time solution for typical constraints encountered in coding
challenges such as those on LeetCode.



Problem Statement on LeetCode
LeetCode’s 0 1 knapsack problem typically presents input as arrays
representing item weights and values alongside a maximum capacity. The task
is to return the maximum achievable value. Variations may include constraints
on the number of items or require reconstruction of the selected items. The
problem tests understanding of recursion, state definition, and efficient
memoization or tabulation strategies.

Approaches to Solve the 0 1 Knapsack Problem on
LeetCode
There are multiple approaches to solving the 0 1 knapsack problem, ranging
from brute force to optimized dynamic programming. Each approach offers
trade-offs between simplicity and performance. Understanding these methods is
critical when attempting the LeetCode challenge or similar algorithmic
problems.

Brute Force Approach
The brute force method involves exploring all possible subsets of items to
find the maximum value that fits within the weight limit. This approach uses
recursion to consider including or excluding each item. While
straightforward, its time complexity is exponential, making it impractical
for larger inputs.

Recursive Approach with Memoization
Memoization enhances the brute force solution by caching intermediate results
to avoid redundant computations. This top-down dynamic programming approach
stores the maximum value achievable for given indices and remaining
capacities. It significantly reduces time complexity compared to naive
recursion but still requires careful implementation to prevent stack
overflows.

Bottom-Up Dynamic Programming
The bottom-up approach builds a solution iteratively using a 2D array where
rows represent items and columns represent weight capacities. Each cell
stores the maximum value achievable with a subset of items up to that point
and capacity. This method is the most common and efficient technique used in
LeetCode solutions for the 0 1 knapsack problem.



Dynamic Programming Techniques
Dynamic programming is the cornerstone of efficiently solving the 0 1
knapsack problem on LeetCode. It systematically breaks the problem into
smaller subproblems and builds up the final answer using previously
calculated results.

State Definition
The state in the 0 1 knapsack dynamic programming solution is commonly
defined as dp[i][w], representing the maximum value achievable using the
first i items with a weight limit w. This definition allows for the recursive
relation to be clearly expressed and implemented.

Transition Formula
The transition involves deciding whether to include the current item or not:

If the item’s weight is greater than the current capacity, it cannot be
included: dp[i][w] = dp[i-1][w]

If the item fits, choose the maximum between excluding and including the
item: dp[i][w] = max(dp[i-1][w], dp[i-1][w - weight[i]] + value[i])

This formula ensures that the dp table captures the best possible value for
each subproblem.

Initialization and Boundary Conditions
Initialization involves setting dp[0][w] = 0 for all capacities w, reflecting
that with zero items, no value can be achieved. Similarly, dp[i][0] = 0 for
all items i since zero capacity means no items can be included. These base
cases are crucial for the correctness of the dynamic programming solution.

Optimizations and Best Practices
While the standard dynamic programming approach solves the problem
efficiently, several optimizations improve performance and memory usage,
which are important for large test cases on LeetCode.

Space Optimization
Since the dp state depends only on the previous row, the 2D dp array can be



compressed into a 1D array, reducing space complexity from O(nW) to O(W),
where n is the number of items and W is the capacity. This technique involves
iterating over weights in reverse order to prevent overwriting needed values.

Early Pruning
In some cases, sorting items or applying heuristics can help prune impossible
or suboptimal paths early in the computation. While not always necessary,
these strategies can speed up runtime for specific input distributions.

Code Readability and Testing
Writing clear, well-commented code and thoroughly testing against edge cases
such as zero capacity, single item, or very large capacities ensures robust
solutions. LeetCode’s test suite often includes such edge cases to validate
correctness.

Common Variations and Related Problems
The 0 1 knapsack problem has several variations and related problems that
expand its applications and complexity. Understanding these variants can
deepen comprehension and improve problem-solving skills on LeetCode.

Unbounded Knapsack Problem
Unlike the 0 1 knapsack, items can be chosen multiple times in the unbounded
knapsack problem. This variation requires different dynamic programming
transitions and is commonly featured in coding platforms.

Subset Sum Problem
A special case of the knapsack problem where values equal weights and the
goal is to determine if a subset sums to a particular target. It is a
foundational problem related to 0 1 knapsack.

Partition Equal Subset Sum
This problem asks if an array can be partitioned into two subsets with equal
sums and is solved using similar dynamic programming techniques as the 0 1
knapsack problem.



Multi-Dimensional Knapsack
Some variants introduce multiple constraints (e.g., weight and volume),
increasing complexity. These require advanced dynamic programming strategies
and are less commonly seen on LeetCode but important in real-world
applications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 0-1 Knapsack problem on LeetCode?
The 0-1 Knapsack problem on LeetCode is a classic dynamic programming problem
where you are given a set of items, each with a weight and a value, and a
knapsack with a weight capacity. The goal is to maximize the total value of
items in the knapsack without exceeding the weight capacity, and each item
can be chosen at most once.

How can I approach solving the 0-1 Knapsack problem
using dynamic programming?
To solve the 0-1 Knapsack problem using dynamic programming, create a 2D DP
array where dp[i][w] represents the maximum value achievable with the first i
items and weight limit w. Iterate through items and update dp by either
including or excluding the current item, then return dp[n][capacity] where n
is the number of items.

What is the time complexity of the 0-1 Knapsack DP
solution on LeetCode?
The time complexity of the standard dynamic programming solution for the 0-1
Knapsack problem is O(n * W), where n is the number of items and W is the
knapsack's weight capacity.

Can the 0-1 Knapsack problem be optimized to use
less space?
Yes, the 0-1 Knapsack problem can be optimized to use a 1D DP array instead
of 2D by iterating over the weights in reverse order for each item. This
reduces space complexity from O(n * W) to O(W).

Does LeetCode have a dedicated problem for the 0-1
Knapsack problem?
LeetCode does not have a problem named exactly '0-1 Knapsack,' but several
problems like 'Partition Equal Subset Sum' and 'Coin Change' are variations
or related to the 0-1 Knapsack concept.



How do I handle large input sizes for the 0-1
Knapsack problem on LeetCode?
For large inputs, optimize your DP solution by using space optimization,
pruning, or applying approximation algorithms if allowed. Also, consider
constraints carefully to choose the best approach.

What are common mistakes to avoid when implementing
the 0-1 Knapsack problem solution?
Common mistakes include not iterating weights in reverse order when
optimizing space, confusing 0-1 Knapsack with unbounded knapsack, and
incorrectly initializing the DP array which can lead to wrong results.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the 0-1 Knapsack Problem: Algorithms and Applications
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the 0-1 knapsack problem,
focusing on both theoretical foundations and practical implementations. It
covers dynamic programming approaches, greedy algorithms, and branch-and-
bound techniques with clear examples. Readers will find detailed explanations
that help bridge the gap between understanding the problem and coding
efficient solutions, particularly on platforms like LeetCode.

2. Dynamic Programming for Coding Interviews: Knapsack and Beyond
Targeted at software engineers preparing for coding interviews, this book
delves into dynamic programming techniques using the 0-1 knapsack problem as
a foundational example. It provides step-by-step solutions, common pitfalls,
and optimization strategies. The book also extends the concepts to related
problems, helping readers build a strong problem-solving toolkit.

3. LeetCode Patterns: Solving Classic Problems with 0-1 Knapsack Techniques
This guide focuses on recognizing problem patterns that can be solved using
0-1 knapsack strategies. With a collection of curated LeetCode problems, it
explains how to model real-world challenges into knapsack formulations. The
book is ideal for those looking to improve their problem-solving speed and
accuracy in competitive programming.

4. Algorithmic Thinking: The 0-1 Knapsack Problem and Its Variations
Exploring the 0-1 knapsack problem from an algorithmic perspective, this book
covers various problem variants and their computational complexities. It
illustrates how to adapt classic solutions to different constraints and
optimization goals. Readers gain insights into both exact and approximate
algorithms, enhancing their understanding of algorithm design.

5. Programming Challenges: 0-1 Knapsack and Other Optimization Problems
This book presents a series of programming challenges centered around
optimization problems, with the 0-1 knapsack problem serving as a core theme.



Each chapter includes problem statements, detailed solutions, and coding
exercises. It’s perfect for learners who want hands-on practice with
explanations tailored for coding platforms like LeetCode.

6. Knapsack Problem and Its Applications in Computer Science
Providing a broad overview, this text covers the theoretical background of
the knapsack problem and its applications in fields such as cryptography,
resource allocation, and machine learning. The 0-1 knapsack problem is
discussed alongside other knapsack variants, with examples of implementation
in various programming languages. The book balances theory and practice for a
comprehensive understanding.

7. Efficient Coding Patterns: From 0-1 Knapsack to Advanced DP
This book is a practical guide to writing efficient dynamic programming code,
using the 0-1 knapsack problem as a foundational example. It highlights
coding patterns, optimization tricks, and memory management techniques.
Readers will learn how to write clean, performant code suitable for
competitive programming and technical interviews.

8. Data Structures and Algorithms in Depth: Focus on Knapsack Problems
Focusing on data structures and their role in solving knapsack problems, this
book explains how different structures like arrays, trees, and heaps can
optimize algorithm performance. Through the lens of the 0-1 knapsack problem,
it details how to manage data efficiently for faster computations. The
content is designed for intermediate to advanced programmers.

9. Competitive Programming Essentials: 0-1 Knapsack and Classic DP Problems
This book equips competitive programmers with essential techniques to tackle
classic dynamic programming problems, with a special focus on the 0-1
knapsack problem. It includes problem-solving frameworks, code snippets, and
strategies to improve time and space complexity. The material is well-suited
for those aiming to excel in contests and online coding platforms.
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실습하며 코딩 인터뷰를 대비하는 알고리즘 문제 풀이 참고서 시험과 면접이 목적이라면 두꺼운 알고리즘 서적보다는 문제를 직접 풀어보는 것이 훨씬 도움이 됩니다. 문제를 푸는 방
식에는 노하우가 있기 마련이고, 깃허브에서 스타를 10만 개 받은 저자 푸둥라이의 노하우를 이 책에서 배울 수 있습니다. 몇천 개의 문제를 다 풀어볼 수는 없으니 문제를 유형별
로 나누고 공통되는 프레임을 익힙니다. 이와 같은 방식으로 해법을 익히면 하나의 해법으로도 수천 가지 문제에 대응할 수 있습니다. 1장에서는 동적 계획법, 역추적, 너비 우선 탐
색, 투 포인터, 슬라이딩 윈도 등을 포함해 자주 사용하는 알고리즘의 핵심과 문제 해결의 프레임을 확인합니다. 2장에서는 동적 계획법에서 사용되는 사고의 프레임을 사용해 정규
표현식(regular expression), 배낭 문제 등 기본적인 동적 계획법 문제를 해결합니다. 상태 전이 방정식을 작성하고, 상태 압축을 진행하는 방법 등을 소개합니다. 3
장은 데이터 구조와 관련하여 이진 트리, LRU, LFU 등 면접 시 자주 접하는 알고리즘과 그 원리를 설명합니다. 4장은 역추적 알고리즘, 너비 우선 탐색 알고리즘 등의 핵심
비법과 프레임을 자세히 알아봅니다. 마지막으로 5장은 앞에서 배운 알고리즘들을 응용하여 면접에 자주 나오는 문제 18가지를 설명합니다. 다양한 알고리즘과 결합하여 문제를 설
명하고 여러 가지 해법을 소개합니다. 리트코드(LeetCode)는 사용자도 많을뿐더러 문제도 2,000개 이상 보유하고 있습니다. 이 책은 그중에서 테스트에 자주 출제되는
문제만을 엄선했습니다. 특히 본 한국어판은 리트코드를 처음 접하는 독자를 위해 리트코드 사이트 사용법을 부록으로 추가했습니다. 테스트에 자주 나오는 알고리즘 문제를 직접 풀
어보며 쉽고 재미있게 익혀보아요.
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: Some Properties of 0-1 Knapsack Problems Yao-Nan Lien,
1987
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: The 0-1 Knapsack Problem with a Single Continuous Variable
Hugues Marchand, 1997
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: Knapsack Problems Hans Kellerer, Ulrich Pferschy, David
Pisinger, 2013-03-19 Thirteen years have passed since the seminal book on knapsack problems by
Martello and Toth appeared. On this occasion a former colleague exclaimed back in 1990: How can
you write 250 pages on the knapsack problem? Indeed, the definition of the knapsack problem is
easily understood even by a non-expert who will not suspect the presence of challenging research
topics in this area at the first glance. However, in the last decade a large number of research
publications contributed new results for the knapsack problem in all areas of interest such as exact
algorithms, heuristics and approximation schemes. Moreover, the extension of the knapsack problem
to higher dimensions both in the number of constraints and in the num ber of knapsacks, as well as
the modification of the problem structure concerning the available item set and the objective
function, leads to a number of interesting variations of practical relevance which were the subject of
intensive research during the last few years. Hence, two years ago the idea arose to produce a new
monograph covering not only the most recent developments of the standard knapsack problem, but
also giving a comprehensive treatment of the whole knapsack family including the siblings such as
the subset sum problem and the bounded and unbounded knapsack problem, and also more distant
relatives such as multidimensional, multiple, multiple-choice and quadratic knapsack problems in
dedicated chapters.
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: Solving the Multi-dimensional 0-1 Knapsack Problem
Using Depth-k Canonical Cuts Ayșegül Selcan Peker Cansizoğlu, 2012
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: Method for the Solution of the Multi-Dimensional 0/1
Knapsack Problem (Classic Reprint) H. Martin Weingartner, 2018-02-15 Excerpt from Method for
the Solution of the Multi-Dimensional 0/1 Knapsack Problem The project was conducted with the
Compatible Time Sharing System of Project mac. The problem arises in the context of capital
budgeting, but has obvious applications in a variety of other areas. The methods have been
employed for solving numerical problems with as many as 105 items, the parameters having been
obtained from industrial applications. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: Rapport , 1994
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: The Multicontraint 0-1 Knapsack Problem Bezalel Gavish,
Hasan Pirkul, 1981
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: A Comparison and Evaluation of the Techniques Available for



Solving the 0-1 Knapsack Problem Matthew J.W. Morgan, 2002
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: Solving Mixed Zero-one Knapsack Problems Using
Fenchel Cutting Planes Xiao-Qing Yan, 1995
  0 1 knapsack problem leetcode: Method for the Solution of the Multi-Dimensional 0/1
Knapsack Problem - Primary Source Edition H. Martin Weingartner, 2013-10 This is a
reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections such as
missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important,
and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing
commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of
the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.
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1) == 0. This is the case for all even numbers, since they are multiples of 2 and the first binary digit



from the right is always 0. 1 has a binary value of 1 with
factorial - Why does 0! = 1? - Mathematics Stack Exchange The product of 0 and anything is
$0$, and seems like it would be reasonable to assume that $0! = 0$. I'm perplexed as to why I have
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